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Drawing on the writings of German pastor-theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Jennifer M. McBride constructs a
groundbreaking theology of public witness for Protestant church communities in the United States. In
contrast to the triumphal manner in which many Protestants have engaged the public sphere, The Church for
the World shows how the church can offer a nontriumphal witness to the lordship of Christ through repentant
activity in public life.

After investigating current Christian conceptions of witness in the United States, McBride offers a new
theology for repentance as public witness, based on Bonhoeffer's thought concerning Christ, the world, and
the church. McBride takes up Bonhoeffer's proposal that repentance may be reinterpreted "non-religiously,"
expanding and challenging common understandings of the concept. Finally, she examines two church
communities that exemplify ecclesial commitments and practices rooted in confession of sin and repentance.
Through these communities she demonstrates that confession and repentance may be embodied in various
ways yet also discerns distinguishing characteristics of a redemptive public witness.

The Church for the World offers important insights about Christian particularity and public engagement in a
pluralistic society as it provides a theological foundation for public witness that is simultaneously bold and
humble: when its mode of being in the world is confession of sin unto repentance, the church demonstrates
Christ's redemptive work and becomes a vehicle of concrete redemption.
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From reader reviews:

Lee Durfee:

With other case, little men and women like to read book The Church for the World: A Theology of Public
Witness. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important any book The Church for the World: A Theology of Public Witness. You can add know-how and
of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can
understand everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known.
About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's learn.

David Hester:

The actual book The Church for the World: A Theology of Public Witness will bring someone to the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event
you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book The Church for the World: A
Theology of Public Witness is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Leif Etter:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This e-book The Church for the World: A Theology of Public Witness was filled with
regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence.
Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book,
you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you
wanted.

Rose Davies:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book The Church for the World: A Theology of
Public Witness to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to
open a book and study it. Beside that the reserve The Church for the World: A Theology of Public Witness
can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these
time.
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