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Continuing its tradition of crossing the critical-creative divide, Scintilla 17 brings together the best literary
scholarship, prose and new poetry both long and short. Scintilla was first published in 1997 by The Usk
Valley Vaughan Association (now The Vaughan Association) founded in 1995 by a group of poets and
literary scholars to mark the tercentenary of Henry Vaughan’s death, 23 April 1695. Since that time the
journal’s distinctive combination of poetry, criticism and prose has been committed to exploring the interests
and themes of its tutelary spirits, Henry the Poet-physician (1621-95) and his priest-alchemist brother
Thomas (1621-66). Much in Scintilla 17 is devoted to the nature of poetry itself, poetic form and how poetry
creates its effect, its modes and moods. Robert Wilcher leads with an exami- nation of Henry Vaughan’s
penchant for lifting words, phrases and ideas without always mentioning his sources. Such ‘magpie
borrowings’ have in the past drawn considerable critical dismay, but Wilcher calls for a ‘more discriminating
critical vocabulary [...] to describe a poetic method that lies between direct “quotation” at one end of the
spectrum and “plagiarism” at the other’. Vaughan, he concurs with M. M. Mahood, ‘controls, and is not
controlled by, his borrowings’, invoking a ‘community of mutual knowledge’ between poet and reader.
Naomi Marklew explores the elegaic mode of Silex Scintillans drawing parallels with well known
seventeenth-century examples such as Milton’s ‘Lycidas’. Tony Brown’s essay turns attention to a more
recent Welsh poet, R. S. Thomas, exploring a number of newly discovered ekphrastic poems that meditate
upon a selection of surrealist images found in Thomas’s library. These, Brown finds, throw light on the
private journey the poet undertook in his final years, engaging with his sense of uncertainty and displacement
in a disconcerting world. Graham Parry introduces us to a lesser known 17th century poet, John Collop. A
voice of nostalgia for king and church swept away by the civil wars, Collop exemplifies a note of
disillusionment, pleased no doubt by the Restoration but unable to rejoice after the traumas of the
Interregnum. Erik Ankerberg’s discussion of Ardour in the poetry of Wallace Stevens offers interesting
reading alongside Christopher Norris’s verse essay. Both explore the ways in which poetry creates its effects.
Stevens’s insistence, according to Ankerberg, that ardour is an essential quality of the experience of poetry
by both poet and reader. Norris reflects more widely on a critical debate set between the ‘warring poles’ of
high formalist poetic demands and the ‘unbuttoned self-reflection’ characteristic of confessional poetic
modes. Through strict rhyming stanzas, Norris’s poetic essay gives a strongly ironic commemoration of
Veronica Forrest-Thomson who, despite her formalist objections to the confessional mode poetry, shaped
from such a ‘storm / Of inchoate emotion’, in the end followed the likes of Plath in suicide revealing her own
rather messy processes of poetic expression. Jeremy Hooker rounds off this issue with a look at two Welsh
writers, Ruth Bidgood and Christopher Meredith. ‘Heartlands’ is a thoughtful meditation on poetry that
‘translates’ the material places of Wales and finds particular meaning in the ‘border- lands’, the poetry of
edges, for ‘edges are where meanings happen’. There are many poems here that respond to place – two, for
instance, on Abbey Dore where, for Patrick Bond, the place seems to ‘Hold clouds in a halo of light’ while
Jeremy Hooker finds ‘the Green Man’ is at home there ‘among broken things’.Language, its drifts and
restorations, is an abiding theme, as is the creaturely life that teems through the poems as fox, fly, bird,
beetle, spider, bee in keeping with Henry Vaughan’s encouragement in Silex I to ‘Walk with thy fellow-
creatures: note the hush / And whispers amongst them’, each an expression of the ‘I Am’ (‘Rules and
Lessons’).
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From reader reviews:

Frank Dawson:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
mainly because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on guardería until university need this Scintilla 17: The Journal of The Vaughan
Association (Scintilla: The Journal of the Vaughan Association) to read.

Sandy Reid:

This Scintilla 17: The Journal of The Vaughan Association (Scintilla: The Journal of the Vaughan
Association) book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you
obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information
which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This Scintilla 17: The Journal of The
Vaughan Association (Scintilla: The Journal of the Vaughan Association) without we realize teach the one
who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry Scintilla 17: The Journal of The
Vaughan Association (Scintilla: The Journal of the Vaughan Association) can bring once you are and not
make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop
even telephone. This Scintilla 17: The Journal of The Vaughan Association (Scintilla: The Journal of the
Vaughan Association) having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Melissa Becker:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get great deal
of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
actually Scintilla 17: The Journal of The Vaughan Association (Scintilla: The Journal of the Vaughan
Association).

Jolene Rivera:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Scintilla 17: The Journal of The Vaughan
Association (Scintilla: The Journal of the Vaughan Association) or others sources were given understanding



for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was
created for teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In
some other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Scintilla 17: The Journal of The Vaughan
Association (Scintilla: The Journal of the Vaughan Association) to make your spare time a lot more colorful.
Many types of book like here.
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