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Siouan peoples who migrated from the Atlantic coastal region and settled in the central portion of the North
American continent long before the arrival of Europeans are now known as Osage. Because the Osage did
not possess a written language, their myths and cultural traditions were handed down orally through many
generations. With time, only those elements deemed vital were preserved in the stories, and many of these
became highly stylized. The resulting verbal recitations of the proper life of an Osage—from genesis myths
to body decoration, from star songs to child-naming rituals, from war party strategies to medicinal
herbs—constitute this comprehensive volume.

Osage myths differ greatly from the myths of Western Civilization, most obviously in the absence of
individual names. Instead, "younger brother," "the messenger," "Little Old Men," or a clan name may serve
as the allegorical embodiment of the central player. Individual heroic feats are also missing because group
life took precedence over individual experience in Osage culture.

This volume supplements the work of noted ethnographer Francis La Flesche who devoted most of his
professional life to recording detailed descriptions of Osage rituals. Louis Burns's unique position as a
modern Osage—aware of the white culture's expectations but steeped in the traditions himself and able to
write from an insider's perspective—makes this work valuable to scholar and layperson alike.
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From reader reviews:

Jaclyn Davis:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy
read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Osage Indian Customs
and Myths (Alabama Fire Ant) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Marcos Anderson:

This Osage Indian Customs and Myths (Alabama Fire Ant) are reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The main reason of this Osage Indian Customs and Myths (Alabama Fire Ant) can
be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you
with information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can
bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Osage Indian
Customs and Myths (Alabama Fire Ant) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Eunice Huynh:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a book. The book Osage Indian Customs and Myths (Alabama Fire Ant) it is rather
good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this
book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Harold Fleming:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Osage Indian Customs and Myths
(Alabama Fire Ant) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they
react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman
but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your
good habit, you can pick Osage Indian Customs and Myths (Alabama Fire Ant) become your starter.
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