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Perhaps no aspect of social relations has stirred more academic controversy than the subject of race and
ethnicity. Theories that explain the persistence and vitality of the ethnic phenomenon--as well as
commentaries on these theories--abound in sociological and anthropological literature. This study isthe first,
however, to critique the field as awhole. Thompson offers systematic comparisons of current theories,
testing both their internal consistency and their adequacy as analytical tools. Thompson's study focuses the
debate on ethnicity in a constructive and original fashion.

Thompson devotes a chapter to each of the major theoretical traditions that now dominate the field of
ethnicity: sociobiology, primordialism, assimilationism, world-system theory, and neo-Marxism. He
describes the basic tenets of each theory and demonstrates that the facts they seek to explain are embedded
within their theoretical assumptions. He attributes disagreements among the theories less to differences over
facts than to the way they are interpreted within different worldviews arising from divergent philosophical
and scientific presuppositions. He shows that it is not possible to critique any theory using the assumptions
of another theory, arguing that theories can be internally critiqued based on the relationship between their
adequacy as theories and the framework they offer for making normative choices. Thompson's study focuses
the debate on ethnicity in a constructive and original fashion. The book will be of interest to scholars,
teachers, and students working the areas of race and ethnic relations or theoretical criticism.
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From reader reviews:
Jonathan Peter son:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person
who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult
problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will need this Theories of Ethnicity: A Critical Appraisal
(Contributions in Sociology).

Shannon Thompson:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Theories of Ethnicity: A Critical Appraisal
(Contributions in Sociology). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Aslong aswe
know about how isimportant a new book Theories of Ethnicity: A Critical Appraisal (Contributionsin
Sociology). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right,
due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book
or perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use it when you feel fed up to go to
the library. Let's read.

Scott Smith:

Typically the book Theories of Ethnicity: A Critical Appraisal (Contributions in Sociology) will bring that
you the new experience of reading a new book. The author styleto clarify theideais very unique. Should
you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book Theories of Ethnicity: A Critical
Appraisal (Contributionsin Sociology) is much recommended to you you just read. Y ou can also get the e-
book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Andre Smith:

Reading a book being new life stylein thisyr; every people loves to go through a book. When you read a
book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Theories of Ethnicity: A Critical Appraisal (Contributionsin Sociology) will give you anew experiencein
examining a book.
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