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Though it was common for women of the 18th and 19th centuries to keep personal albums of their own
needlework designs, few of these hand-drawn pattern books survive intact. This rare volume, signed and
dated 1815 by Elizabeth M. Townshend, appears to be just such a collection — an authentic treasury of
embroidery designs dating from the early days of the Republic.
Brimming with nearly 200 timeless, functional designs, this priceless sourcebook ranges from highly stylized
repeat patterns, to more realistic floral bouquets, to traditional patterns for cutwork edgings, to large-scale
motifs suitable for crewel embroidery. You'll find miniature baskets (a popular motif of the day) and dainty
leaf patterns, planned perhaps for a petticoat or waistcoat. Other lovely designs are ideal for embellishing the
collar or cuffs of a favorite dress, adding an elegant touch to linens, curtains, undergarments, tablecloths, etc.
While most of the patterns are small in scale and probably intended for use with silk threads, several are
particularly effective worked in wool. The stitches Elizabeth Townshend would have used are the same
stitches we use today — seed stitch, outline, and stem stitches, chain stitch, loop stitch, and herringbone
stitch — making these appealing designs as accessible to modern embroidery enthusiasts as they were to the
nation's first needle artists.
Early American Embroidery Designs is not only a treasury of needlework inspiration; it's an authentic slice
of Americana. Use it to create your own "heirlooms" and add antique charm to a myriad of wardrobes and
household and gift items.
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From reader reviews:

Carl Vincent:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Early American Embroidery
Designs: An 1815 Manuscript Album with Over 190 Patterns (Dover Embroidery, Needlepoint) is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need
in this era.

James Hall:

The feeling that you get from Early American Embroidery Designs: An 1815 Manuscript Album with Over
190 Patterns (Dover Embroidery, Needlepoint) could be the more deep you looking the information that hide
in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend
but Early American Embroidery Designs: An 1815 Manuscript Album with Over 190 Patterns (Dover
Embroidery, Needlepoint) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain
way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-
known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this
Early American Embroidery Designs: An 1815 Manuscript Album with Over 190 Patterns (Dover
Embroidery, Needlepoint) instantly.

Linda Barefoot:

This Early American Embroidery Designs: An 1815 Manuscript Album with Over 190 Patterns (Dover
Embroidery, Needlepoint) tend to be reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
explanation of this Early American Embroidery Designs: An 1815 Manuscript Album with Over 190
Patterns (Dover Embroidery, Needlepoint) can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving
you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book
and printed people. Beside that this Early American Embroidery Designs: An 1815 Manuscript Album with
Over 190 Patterns (Dover Embroidery, Needlepoint) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as
rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have
it and enjoy reading.

Keely Charles:

Exactly why? Because this Early American Embroidery Designs: An 1815 Manuscript Album with Over 190
Patterns (Dover Embroidery, Needlepoint) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for



you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was
fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards
than the other book possess such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still
want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.
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