
Cassian and the Fathers: Initiation Into the
Monastic Tradition

Thomas Merton OCSO

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0879070013
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0879070013
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0879070013


Cassian and the Fathers: Initiation Into the Monastic
Tradition

Thomas Merton OCSO

Cassian and the Fathers: Initiation Into the Monastic Tradition Thomas Merton OCSO

Cassian and the Fathers is the initial volume in the series of Novitiate Conferences of Thomas Merton, the
classes he presented to young men beginning their monastic life at the Abbey of Gethsemani in Kentucky.
They contain Merton's insights on important Patristic and monastic figures preceding the time of St.
Benedict, above al John Cassian, the most significant bridge between the early desert fathers and the
development of monastic life in the West, and they reveal the continuing relevance of their teachings for
contemporary monastics and other Christians.

Much of the value and interest of Cassian and the Fathers, as of the novitiate conferences in general, lies in
the light it casts on Merton himself as teacher, novice master and monk. These notes provide a privileged
standpoint for observing Merton functioning as an integral and important member of his monastic
community. The 'public' Merton has long been visible in his works written for publication, and has more
recently been complemented by the 'interpersonal' Merton disclosed in his correspondence and the 'intimate'
Merton revealed in his complete journals.

While the novitiate conferences may not equal in significance these other sources, they do allow access to
yet another stratum of Merton's wide-ranging and immensely productive engagement with his world from the
distinctive standpoint he had chosen within a tradition dating back more than sixteen centuries. While these
lectures need to be used critically and carefully in evaluating Merton's own perspectives and commitments,
nevertheless they do need to be used.

The dialectical relationship between Merton's private and more public statements, including those made to
his novice classes, makes possible a more complex and thus a richer picture of his monastic identity and so
of his personal identity. In learning aboutCassian and the Fathers from Merton, one learns as well about
Merton as monk, as heir to the great monastic teachers, and as teacher of a new generation of monks, an
easily overlooked and undervalued, yet integral, even central component of his vocation for more than half
his monastic life. Thus the publication of the novitiate conferences will fill a significant lacuna in Merton
studies and contribute to a balanced, holistic comprehension and appreciation of Thomas Merton's life and
work.

This edition includes an extensive introduction situating these conferences and Merton's years as novice
master in the context of his broader life as monk and writer, an extensively annotated edition of the text of
the conferences based on Merton's own typescript, and helpful appendices indicating changes Merton made
to his text, correlating the written text with taped versions of the actual classes, and providing suggestions for
further reading both in Merton's other works and in more recent studies of the figures he discusses here.
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From reader reviews:

Stanley Hanson:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for all of us. The book Cassian and the Fathers: Initiation Into the Monastic Tradition
was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The reserve Cassian and the Fathers: Initiation Into the Monastic Tradition is not only
giving you far more new information but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You can
spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book
Cassian and the Fathers: Initiation Into the Monastic Tradition. You never really feel lose out for everything
in the event you read some books.

Mary Fleeman:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read one using
theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Cassian and the Fathers: Initiation Into the Monastic
Tradition is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Tom Harris:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need more time to be
go through. Cassian and the Fathers: Initiation Into the Monastic Tradition can be your answer because it can
be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

Bethany Zuniga:

You can obtain this Cassian and the Fathers: Initiation Into the Monastic Tradition by go to the bookstore or
Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In
the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate ways
for you.
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