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In a work that challenges notions that have dominated New Testament scholarship for more than a hundred
years, Israel Knohl gives startling evidence for a messianic precursor to Jesus who is described as the
"Suffering Servant" in recently published fragments of the Dead Sea Scrolls. The Messiah before Jesus
clarifies many formerly incomprehensible aspects of Jesus' life and confirms the story in the New Testament
about his messianic awareness. The book shows that, around the time of Jesus' birth, there came into being a
conception of "catastrophic" messianism in which the suffering, humiliation, and death of the messiah were
regarded as an integral part of the redemptive process.

Scholars have long argued that Jesus could not have foreseen his suffering, death, and resurrection because
the concept of a slain savior who rises from the dead was alien to the Judaism of his time. But, on the basis
of hymns found at Qumran among the Dead Sea Scrolls, Knohl argues that, one generation before Jesus, a
messianic leader arose in the Qumran sect who was regarded by his followers as ushering in an era of
redemption and forgiveness. This messianic leader was killed by Roman soldiers in the course of a revolt
that broke out in Jerusalem in 4 B.C.E. The Romans forbade his body to be buried and after the third day his
disciples believed that he was resurrected and rose to heaven. This formed the basis for Jesus' messianic
consciousness, Knohl argues; it was because of this model that Jesus anticipated he would suffer, die, and be
resurrected after three days.

Knohl takes his fascinating inquiry one step further by suggesting that this messiah was a figure known to us
from historical sources of the period. This identification may shed new light on the mystery of the
"Paraclete" in the Gospel of John. A pathbreaking study, The Messiah before Jesus will reshape our
understanding of Christianity and its relationship to Judaism.
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From reader reviews:

Sylvia Harrington:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded
place and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item
for a while is reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand
up than other is high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific The Messiah
before Jesus: The Suffering Servant of the Dead Sea Scrolls book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Robert Thomas:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of many ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The
Messiah before Jesus: The Suffering Servant of the Dead Sea Scrolls, it is possible to tells your family,
friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
publication.

Evelyn Rodrigue:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book
everywhere? It ok you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The
Messiah before Jesus: The Suffering Servant of the Dead Sea Scrolls which is having the e-book version. So
, try out this book? Let's view.

Frank Anderson:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. On
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the The
Messiah before Jesus: The Suffering Servant of the Dead Sea Scrolls when you needed it?
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