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The period between the French Revolution and World War II was a time of tremendous growth in both
mapmaking and map reading throughout Europe. There is no better place to witness this rise of popular
cartography than in Alsace-Lorraine, a disputed borderland that the French and Germans both claimed as
their national territory. Desired for its prime geographical position and abundant natural resources, Alsace-
Lorraine endured devastating wars from 1870 to 1945 that altered its borders four times, transforming its
physical landscape and the political allegiances of its citizens. For the border population whose lives were
turned upside down by the French-German conflict, maps became essential tools for finding a new sense of
place and a new sense of identity in their changing national and regional communities.
 
Turning to a previously undiscovered archive of popular maps, Cartophilia reveals Alsace-Lorraine’s lively
world of citizen mapmakers that included linguists, ethnographers, schoolteachers, hikers, and priests.
Together, this fresh group of mapmakers invented new genres of maps that framed French and German
territory in original ways through experimental surveying techniques, orientations, scales, colors, and
iconography. In focusing on the power of “bottom-up” maps to transform modern European identities,
Cartophilia argues that the history of cartography must expand beyond the study of elite maps and shift its
emphasis to the democratization of cartography in the modern world.
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From reader reviews:

John Harrison:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important usually. The book Cartophilia: Maps and the Search for Identity in the
French-German Borderland seemed to be making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can
take more information. It is very advantages for you. The book Cartophilia: Maps and the Search for Identity
in the French-German Borderland is not only giving you far more new information but also being your friend
when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make
relationship together with the book Cartophilia: Maps and the Search for Identity in the French-German
Borderland. You never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Harriet White:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Cartophilia: Maps and the Search for Identity in the French-German Borderland, you are able to tells
your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a
reserve.

Shirley Jones:

Cartophilia: Maps and the Search for Identity in the French-German Borderland can be one of your starter
books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary
that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing Cartophilia:
Maps and the Search for Identity in the French-German Borderland however doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered
one of it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Lourdes Tyner:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition



to soon. The Cartophilia: Maps and the Search for Identity in the French-German Borderland offer you a new
experience in looking at a book.
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