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From bone fetishism in the ancient world to painted skullsin Austria and Bavaria: an unusual and
compelling work of cultural history.

It is sometimes said that death is the last taboo, but it was not always so. For centuries, religious
establishments constructed decorated ossuaries and charnel houses that stand as masterpieces of art created
from human bone. These unique structures have been pushed into the footnotes of history; they were part of
adialogue with death that is now silent.

The sitesin this specially photographed and brilliantly original study range from the Monastery of Santa
Maria delle Grazie in Palermo, where the living would visit mummified or skeletal remains and lovingly
dress them; to the Paris catacombs; to fantastic bone-encrusted creations in Austria, Cambodia, the Czech
Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Germany, Greece, Italy, Peru, Portugal, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain,
Switzerland, and elsewhere.

Paul Koudounaris photographed more than seventy sites for this book. He analyzes the role of these

remarkable memorials within the cultures that created them, as well as the mythology and folklore that
developed around them, and skillfully traces a remarkable human endeavor. 290 photographs, 260 in color
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From reader reviews:
Peggy Mitchum:

This The Empire of Death: A Cultural History of Ossuaries and Charnel Houses book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book
isusualy information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a
person read alot of information you will get. This The Empire of Death: A Cultural History of Ossuaries and
Charnel Houses without we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't become worry The Empire of Death: A Cultural History of Ossuaries and Charnel Houses
can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves turn into full because you can
haveit in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Empire of Death: A Cultural History of Ossuaries and
Charnel Houses having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

James Donofrio:;

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
while those information which isinside former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Empire of Death: A Cultural History of Ossuaries and
Charnel Houses as your daily resource information.

Anna Chew:

The particular book The Empire of Death: A Cultural History of Ossuaries and Charnel Houses has alot
details on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of profit. The book was published by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you
can aobtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Antoine Anderson:

This The Empire of Death: A Cultural History of Ossuaries and Charnel Houses is new way for you who has
interest to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you
in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Empire of
Death: A Cultural History of Ossuaries and Charnel Houses can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These books create itself in the form that
is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why | mean in the e-book type. People who think that in reserve form
make them feel tired even dizzy thisreserve isthe answer. So thereisn't any in reading areserve especialy
thisone. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the ideal Just



read this e-book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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