
Nothing but the Truth: Why Trial Lawyers Don't,
Can't, and Shouldn't Have to Tell the Whole Truth

Steven Lubet

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0814751741
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0814751741
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=0814751741


Nothing but the Truth: Why Trial Lawyers Don't, Can't, and
Shouldn't Have to Tell the Whole Truth

Steven Lubet

Nothing but the Truth: Why Trial Lawyers Don't, Can't, and Shouldn't Have to Tell the Whole Truth
Steven Lubet

Lubet's Nothing But The Truth presents a novel and engaging analysis of the role of storytelling in trial
advocacy. The best lawyers are storytellers, he explains, who take the raw and disjointed observations of
witnesses and transform them into coherent and persuasive narratives.

Critics of the adversary system, of course, have little patience for storytelling, regarding trial lawyers as
flimflam artists who use sly means and cunning rhetoric to befuddle witnesses and bamboozle juries. Why
not simply allow the witnesses to speak their minds, without the distorting influence of lawyers' stratagems
and feints?

But Lubet demonstrates that the craft of lawyer storytelling is a legitimate technique for determining the
truth andnot at all coincidentallyfor providing the best defense for the attorney's client. Storytelling
accomplishes three important purposes at trial. It helps to establish a "theory of the case," which is a
plausible and reasonable explanation of the underlying events, presented in the light most favorable to the
attorney's client. Storytelling also develops the "trial theme," which is the lawyer's way of adding moral force
to the desired outcome. Most importantly, storytelling provides a coherent "story frame," which organizes all
of the events, transactions, and other surrounding facts into an easily understandable narrative context.

As with all powerful tools, storytelling may be misused to ill purposes. Therefore, as Lubet explains, lawyers
do not have carte blanche to tell whatever stories they choose. It is a creative process to be sure, but every
story must ultimately be based on "nothing but the truth." There is no room for lying.

On the other hand, it is obvious that trial lawyers never tell "the whole truth," since life and experience are
boundless and therefore not fully describable. No lawyer or court of law can ever get at the whole truth, but
the attorney who effectively employs the techniques of storytelling will do the best job of sorting out
competing claims and facts, thereby helping the court arrive at a decision that serves the goals of accuracy
and justice.

To illustrate the various challenges, benefits, and complexities of storytelling, Lubet elaborates the stories of
six different trials. Some of the cases are real, including John Brown and Wyatt Earp, while some are
fictional, including Atticus Finch and Liberty Valance. In each chapter, the emphasis is on the narrative
itself, emphasizing the trial's rich context of facts and personalities. The overall conclusion, as Lubet puts it,
is that "purposive storytelling provides a necessary dimension to our adversary system of justice."
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From reader reviews:

Earnestine Marcus:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Nothing but the Truth: Why Trial Lawyers
Don't, Can't, and Shouldn't Have to Tell the Whole Truth. You can choose the best book if you love reading
a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book Nothing but the Truth: Why Trial Lawyers
Don't, Can't, and Shouldn't Have to Tell the Whole Truth. You can add expertise and of course you can
around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything!
From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful
thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet system. It is
called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Lori McDonald:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Nothing but the Truth: Why Trial Lawyers Don't, Can't,
and Shouldn't Have to Tell the Whole Truth will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a new
book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best
book or acceptable book with you?

Dale Burt:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer can be Nothing but the Truth: Why Trial Lawyers Don't, Can't, and Shouldn't Have
to Tell the Whole Truth why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content
will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Timothy Quintero:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through
a book. Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Nothing but the Truth:
Why Trial Lawyers Don't, Can't, and Shouldn't Have to Tell the Whole Truth which is having the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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