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In How to Kill a Dragon Calvert Watkins follows the continuum of poetic formulae in Indo-European
languages, from Old Hittite to medieval Irish. He uses the comparative method to reconstruct traditional
poetic formulae of considerable complexity that stretch as far back as the original common language. Thus,
Watkins reveals the antiquity and tenacity of the Indo-European poetic tradition.

Watkins begins this study with an introduction to the field of comparative Indo-European poetics; he
explores the Saussurian notions of synchrony and diachrony, and locates the various Indo-European
traditions and ideologies of the spoken word. Further, his overview presents case studies on the forms of
verbal art, with selected texts drawn from Indic, Iranian, Greek, Latin, Hittite, Armenian, Celtic, and
Germanic languages.

In the remainder of the book, Watkins examines in detail the structure of the dragon/serpent-slaying myths,
which recur in various guises throughout the Indo-European poetic tradition. He finds the "signature"
formula for the myth--the divine hero who slays the serpent or overcomes adversaries--occurs in the same
linguistic form in a wide range of sources and over millennia, including Old and Middle Iranian holy books,
Greek epic, Celtic and Germanic sagas, down to Armenian oral folk epic of the last century. Watkins argues
that this formula is the vehicle for the central theme of a proto-text, and a central part of the symbolic culture
of speakers of the Proto-Indo-European language: the relation of humans to their universe, the values and
expectations of their society. Therefore, he further argues, poetry was a social necessity for Indo- European
society, where the poet could confer on patrons what they and their culture valued above all else:
"imperishable fame."
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Brown:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book How to Kill a Dragon: Aspects of Indo-European
Poetics. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is
important the book How to Kill a Dragon: Aspects of Indo-European Poetics. You can add expertise and of
course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point
until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching
by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
learn.

Sharon Hafer:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
simply because just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
is right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of How to Kill a Dragon: Aspects
of Indo-European Poetics to read.

John Bradley:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be How to Kill a Dragon: Aspects of Indo-European Poetics
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to
pick up this book.

Louise O\'Neill:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This guide How to Kill a Dragon: Aspects of Indo-European Poetics was
filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly
feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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