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In this comprehensive history of women's antislavery petitions addressed to Congress, Susan Zaeske argues
that by petitioning, women not only contributed significantly to the movement to abolish slavery but also
made important strides toward securing their own rights and transforming their own political identity.

By analyzing the language of women's antislavery petitions, speeches calling women to petition,
congressional debates, and public reaction to women's petitions from 1831 to 1865, Zaeske reconstructs and
interprets debates over the meaning of female citizenship. At the beginning of their political campaign in
1835 women tended to disavow the political nature of their petitioning, but by the 1840s they routinely
asserted women's right to make political demands of their representatives. This rhetorical change, from a
tone of humility to one of insistence, reflected an ongoing transformation in the political identity of petition
signers, as they came to view themselves not as subjects but as citizens. Having encouraged women's
involvement in national politics, women's antislavery petitioning created an appetite for further political
participation that spurred countless women after the Civil War and during the first decades of the twentieth
century to promote causes such as temperance, anti-lynching laws, and woman suffrage.
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From reader reviews:

Novella Tinch:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Signatures of Citizenship: Petitioning,
Antislavery, and Women's Political Identity (Gender and American Culture) is our recommendation to help
you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Diana Brunswick:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you
can spent 24 hours a day to reading a book. The book Signatures of Citizenship: Petitioning, Antislavery, and
Women's Political Identity (Gender and American Culture) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people
who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space
bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your
smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

Lien Fugate:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make a professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The
particular book that recommended for your requirements is Signatures of Citizenship: Petitioning,
Antislavery, and Women's Political Identity (Gender and American Culture) this publication consist a lot of
the information from the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made
some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book appropriate all of you.

Evelyn Rogers:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide Signatures of Citizenship: Petitioning, Antislavery, and Women's Political
Identity (Gender and American Culture) was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your
knowledge about your science competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of



book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern
era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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