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Long studied by anthropologists, historians, and linguists, oral traditions have provided a wealth of
fascinating insights into unique cultural customs that span the history of humankind. In this groundbreaking
work, cognitive psychologist David C. Rubin offers for the first time an accessible, comprehensive
examination of what such traditions can tell us about the complex inner workings of human memory.
Focusing in particular on their three major forms of organization--theme, imagery, and sound pattern--Rubin
proposes a model of recall, and uses it to uncover the mechanisms of memory that underlie genres such as
counting-out rhymes, ballads, and epics. The book concludes with an engaging discussion of how
conversions from oral to written communication modes can predict how cutting-edge computer technologies
will affect the conventions of future transmissions. Throughout, Rubin presents the results of important
original research as well as new perspectives on classical subjects. Splendidly written and farsighted,
Memory in Oral Traditions will be eagerly read by students and researchers in areas as diverse as cognitive
psychology, literary studies, classics, and cultural anthropology.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Richardson:

The book Memory in Oral Traditions: The Cognitive Psychology of Epic, Ballads, and Counting-out
Rhymes can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good
thing like a book Memory in Oral Traditions: The Cognitive Psychology of Epic, Ballads, and Counting-out
Rhymes? Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give many
details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these.
Book Memory in Oral Traditions: The Cognitive Psychology of Epic, Ballads, and Counting-out Rhymes has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world
by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Edwin Dulac:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this Memory in Oral Traditions: The Cognitive Psychology of Epic, Ballads, and Counting-out Rhymes,
you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others,
make them reading a e-book.

Carolyn Lutz:

Beside that Memory in Oral Traditions: The Cognitive Psychology of Epic, Ballads, and Counting-out
Rhymes in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or facts. The
information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you
feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Memory in Oral Traditions:
The Cognitive Psychology of Epic, Ballads, and Counting-out Rhymes because this book offers to your
account readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning.
Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book
and also read it from currently!

Elisa Dumont:

You will get this Memory in Oral Traditions: The Cognitive Psychology of Epic, Ballads, and Counting-out
Rhymes by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if



you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed
and also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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