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In this collection of thirty interviews compiled by John Cheever's biographer Cheever moves from
gentlemanly reticence in the early pieces to forthright commentary upon a variety of subjects in the later
ones. This admirably articulate author of The Wapshot Scandal, Bullet Park, Falconer, and many New
Yorker stories gives answers that are satisfying to the curious, though the expression of his views is very
much under his control. Cheever, the conversationalist, like his fiction, is always casually in good form,
always respected for his expression and his art.

For most of his fifty-year career Cheever was unusually reticent about himself. He used to say he had no
public image and no wish to cultivate one. When curious reporters invaded his suburban bailiwick in
Westchester, he evaded their questions by taking them on hikes in their best clothes or trying to get them
drunk.

A remarkable change occurred in Cheever in the spring of 1975 when he stopped drinking. With his release
from alcohol came renewed energy and a revivified sense of the importance of his work and of the audience
he was addressing. Now Cheever became almost shockingly open in talking with fellow writers, with
professional interviewers of magazines, newspapers, radio, and television, and with just about anyone who
asked for an hour of his time. Now he spoke enthusiastically about the process and purpose of his writing
and about the details of his private life.

In these later interviews Cheever shucked of his Yankee reserve and spoke with candor about his alcoholism,
his marriage and even his sexual orientation. Reporters drew him out on virtually every subject under the
sun, including religion ("I go to church because prayer seems to contain certain levels of gratitude and
aspiration that I know no other way of expressing") and politics. He defended the suburbs, his literary milieu,
against the usual charges of conformity and boredom.

By the standards of sheer variety and scope of subject matter, it is hard to conceive of more interesting
interviews than those Cheever gave in the back, he had something to say, and he said it with the grace and
wit of the born storyteller.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Cotner:

Conversations With John Cheever (Literary Conversations Series) can be one of your beginning books that
are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing Conversations With John Cheever (Literary Conversations Series) but doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can
be among it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Lou Marshall:

You are able to spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Conversations With John Cheever
(Literary Conversations Series) is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as
soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will
get when one buys this book.

Vicki Head:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family
or just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Conversations With John
Cheever (Literary Conversations Series) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's notice.

Amy Petersen:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real their
pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Conversations With John Cheever (Literary Conversations Series) can make you truly feel
more interested to read.
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