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The bloody, three-day battle of Gettysburg in the summer of 1863 resulted in thousands of casualties on both
sides. Considered the turning point of the Civil War, the campaign rallied the Union troops. A few weeks
after the epic military confrontation, Colonel Frank Haskell, a member of the Army of the Potomac, wrote
his brother in Wisconsin a highly moving account of what he had experienced. It was perhaps the longest,
most poignant letter to a relative from a soldier in the Civil War. Some 45 years later, his comments
appeared in book format; this volume is a reprint of that rare edition.
In this keenly observed narration, Haskell vividly describes each day's events and what they wrought: the
wounded, the skirmishes, attacks and counterattacks, estimates of losses, marks of battle, and burial of the
dead. Of the crests in Gettysburg known as Cemetery Ridge, he writes: "Men looked like giants there in the
mist, and the guns of the frowning batteries so big, that it was a relief to know that they were our friends."
On the second day of battle, he lost his horse "Billy" to a bullet that just missed Haskell's left leg. Mentally,
he "begged [Billy's] pardon for spurring him." On the last day, he notes: "The Rebel guns make no reply to
ours, no charging shout rings out to-day . . . the jostling, swaying lines on either side boil, and roar, and dash
their flamy spray, two hostile billows of a fiery ocean. . . . The frequent dead and wounded lie where they
stagger and fall . . . and none can be spared to care for them." He helped bury the dead that day and ended his
letter on a note of hope, speaking of a future in which the Union would "repose in a securer peace and bloom
in a higher civilization." Almost a year later — on June 3, 1864, at Cold Harbor, Virginia — Colonel Haskell
was killed in action. He was 36 years old.
One of the war's best eyewitness accounts, this classic narrative, required reading for students of American
history, will be treasured by Civil War buffs.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Manzo:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read
one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular The Battle of
Gettysburg: A Soldier's First-Hand Account (Civil War) is kind of publication which is giving the reader
unstable experience.

Steven Bemis:

The book untitled The Battle of Gettysburg: A Soldier's First-Hand Account (Civil War) is the book that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share
for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Battle of Gettysburg: A
Soldier's First-Hand Account (Civil War) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

George Cornelius:

The book untitled The Battle of Gettysburg: A Soldier's First-Hand Account (Civil War) contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very clear to
see all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous
author. The author will take you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can
read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.

Craig Rushing:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This The Battle of Gettysburg: A
Soldier's First-Hand Account (Civil War) is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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