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Sodom on the Thames looks closely at three episodes involving sex between men in late-nineteenth-century
England. Morris Kaplan draws on extensive research into court records, contemporary newspaper accounts,
personal correspondence and diaries, even a pornographic novel. He focuses on two notorious scandals and
one quieter incident.

In 1871, transvestites "Stella" (Ernest Boulton) and "Fanny" (Frederick Park), who had paraded around
London's West End followed by enthusiastic admirers, were tried for conspiracy to commit sodomy. In
1889–1890, the "Cleveland Street affair" revealed that telegraph delivery boys had been moonlighting as
prostitutes for prominent gentlemen, one of whom fled abroad. In 1871, Eton schoolmaster William Johnson
resigned in disgrace, generating shockwaves among the young men in his circle whose romantic attachments
lasted throughout their lives. Kaplan shows how profoundly these scandals influenced the trials of Oscar
Wilde in 1895 and contributed to growing anxiety about male friendships.

Sodom on the Thames reconstructs these incidents in rich detail and gives a voice to the diverse people
involved. It deepens our understanding of late Victorian attitudes toward urban culture, masculinity, and
male homoeroticism. Kaplan also explores the implications of such historical narratives for the contemporary
politics of sexuality.
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From reader reviews:

Eduardo Ford:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Sodom on the
Thames: Sex, Love, and Scandal in Wilde Times? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You already know
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have other opinion?

Richard Brassell:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Sodom on the Thames: Sex, Love, and Scandal in
Wilde Times will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you
fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Juana Rummel:

Often the book Sodom on the Thames: Sex, Love, and Scandal in Wilde Times will bring you to definitely
the new experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you
try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Sodom on the Thames: Sex, Love, and
Scandal in Wilde Times is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from the official
web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Amy Terrell:

The actual book Sodom on the Thames: Sex, Love, and Scandal in Wilde Times has a lot of knowledge on it.
So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after reading this book.
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