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In Praise of Folly is an essay written in 1509 by Desiderius Erasmus of Rotterdam and first printed in 1511.
The essay was inspired by De Triumpho Stultitiae, written by Italian humanist Faustino Perisauli, born at
Tredozio, near Forli. Erasmus revised and extended the work, which he originally wrote in the space of a
week while sojourning with Sir Thomas More at More's estate in Bucklersbury. In Praise of Folly is
considered one of the most notable works of the Renaissance and one of the catalysts of the Protestant
Reformation. It starts off with a satirical learned encomium after the manner of the Greek satirist Lucian,
whose work Erasmus and Sir Thomas More had recently tranglated into Latin, a piece of virtuoso foolery; it
then takes a darker tone in a series of orations, as Folly praises self-deception and madness and movesto a
satirical examination of pious but superstitious abuses of Catholic doctrine and corrupt practicesin parts of
the Roman Catholic Church—to which Erasmus was ever faithful—and the folly of pedants (including
Erasmus himself). Erasmus had recently returned disappointed from Rome, where he had turned down offers
of advancement in the curia, and Folly increasingly takes on Erasmus’ own chastising voice. The essay ends
with a straightforward statement of Christian ideals. Erasmus was a good friend of More, with whom he
shared ataste for dry humor and other intellectual pursuits. Thetitle "Moriae Encomium™ can also beread as
meaning "In praise of More". The double or triple meanings go on throughout the text. The essay isfilled
with classical alusions delivered in astyle typical of the learned humanists of the Renaissance. Folly parades
as one of the gods, offspring of Plutos and Freshness and nursed by Inebriation and Ignorance, whose faithful
companions include Philautia (self-love), Kolakia (flattery), Lethe (oblivion), Misoponia (laziness), Hedone
(pleasure), Anoia (madness), Tryphe (wantonness), Komos (intemperance) and Eegretos Hypnos (dead

deep).
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From reader reviews:
Dorothy Wright:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book In Praise of Folly. Y ou can choose the best book if
you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how isimportant some sort of book In Praise of
Folly. You can add information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right,
mainly because from book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will
find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can
easily open abook or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it when you feel
fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Richard Morris:

Book is usualy written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant point to bring us around the world.
Closeto that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide In Praise of Folly will make you to become
smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you
think which open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like
that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Eric Vegas:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in thisworld may share their idea.
Publications can also inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story as
well astheir experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their expertisein
writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them isthis In Praise of Folly.

Linda Gordon:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find alot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
Y ou will observe that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for your requirementsis In Praise of Folly this reserve consist alot of the information from
the condition of thisworld now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up. The language
styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some analysis when he makes this
book. That's why this book ideal all of you.
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