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Portugal was the first colonial power to arrive in Africa and the last to leave. As other European states were
granting independence to their African possessions, Portugal chose to stay and fight despite the small odds of
success. That it did so successfully for thirteen years across the three fronts of Angola, Guiné and
Mozambique remains a remarkable achievement, particularly for a nation of such modest means. The
Portugese approach to the conflict was distinct in that it sought to combine the two-pronged national strategy
of containing the cost of the war and of spreading the burden to the colonies, with the solution on the
battlefield. Even today Portugal's systematic and logical approach to its insurgency challenge holds valuable
lessons for any nation forced to wage a small war on the cheap. John P. Cann's study is both wide-ranging
and comprehensive, providing a description and analysis of Portugese counterinsurgency, including aspects
such as intelligence and mobility, besides discussing social and logistical operations. Whilst discussing
operations that took place during the 1960s and 1970s this study remains very relevant to present-day
counterinsurgency operations.

REVIEWS

"Dr. Cann’s work draws primarily on his wide-ranging interviews of participants and decision-makers and
on the extensive use of their personal papers. This original material is ably blended with published sources in
both Portuguese and English to produce an informative, valuable, and readable account of the agonies and
successes in the development of Portugal’s counterinsurgency capabilities. Even today Portugal’s systematic
and logical approach to its insurgency challenge holds valuable lessons for any nation forced to wage a small
war on the cheap".

Lieutenant General Bernard E. Trainor, USMC (Ret), Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts

"Cann’s book focuses exclusively on the military aspect of these operations breaking them down into
subcomponents such as logistics, doctrinal development, intelligence and social operations. His in-depth
analysis of these provides the reader with a clear understanding of the level of effort put forward by the
Portuguese in proactively seeking to prepare and address the issues relating to onward colonial control.
Drawing upon extensive interviews, firsthand accounts, primary source documents and an extensive
additional bibliography Cann is able to trace the degree to which the Portuguese assumed risk in deciding to
reorient their entire defence policy and posture. He is also able to show; however, that these decisions were
not made easily or casually but with a vast degree of research and thought.The reader is left with a profound
respect for the professionalism and capability of the Portuguese military leadership ... Cann’s book is an
outstanding study into the development and application of the doctrine and methods by which the Portuguese
faced the challenges of the post-colonial world. His book should be mandatory reading for any nation
looking to intervene into an asymmetric environment as it addresses both the social and military aspects of
colonial/non-traditional style operations. Excellent production value and value for money; highly
recommended." Canadian Army Journal
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From reader reviews:

Marie Aultman:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Counterinsurgency in Africa: The Portuguese Way of War 1961-74
(Helion Studies in Military History, No. 12). Try to stumble through book Counterinsurgency in Africa: The
Portuguese Way of War 1961-74 (Helion Studies in Military History, No. 12) as your good friend. It means
that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can
know every thing by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Robert Hatch:

The book Counterinsurgency in Africa: The Portuguese Way of War 1961-74 (Helion Studies in Military
History, No. 12) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must
we leave a good thing like a book Counterinsurgency in Africa: The Portuguese Way of War 1961-74
(Helion Studies in Military History, No. 12)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But
one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using
your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book Counterinsurgency in Africa: The Portuguese Way of War 1961-74 (Helion Studies in Military
History, No. 12) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
appear the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Drew Dube:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Counterinsurgency in Africa: The
Portuguese Way of War 1961-74 (Helion Studies in Military History, No. 12) is simple to create you can
read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the
particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the
actual book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this
book.

Shawn Hoffman:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Counterinsurgency in Africa: The Portuguese
Way of War 1961-74 (Helion Studies in Military History, No. 12) was multi-colored and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book Counterinsurgency in Africa: The Portuguese Way of War 1961-74
(Helion Studies in Military History, No. 12) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For
example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind.



Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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