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The Oprah Phenomenon
Her image is iconic: Oprah Winfrey has built an empire on her ability to connect with and inspire her
audience. No longer just a name, "Oprah" has become a brand representing the talk show host's unique style
of self-actualizing individualism. The cultural and economic power wielded by Winfrey merits critical
evaluation. The contributors to The Oprah Phenomenon examine the origins of her public image and its
substantial influence on politics, entertainment, and popular opinion. Contributors address praise from her
many supporters and weigh criticisms from her detractors. Winfrey's ability to create a feeling of intimacy
with her audience has long been cited as one of the foundations of her popularity. She has repeatedly made
national headlines by engaging and informing her audience with respect to her personal relationships to race,
gender, feminism, and New Age culture. The Oprah Phenomenon explores these relationships in detail. At
the root of Winfrey's message to her vast audience is her assertion that anyone can be a success regardless of
background or upbringing. The contributors scrutinize this message: What does this success entail? Is the
motivation behind self-actualization, in fact, merely the hope of replicating Winfrey's purchasing power? Is it
just a prescription to buy the products she recommends and heed the advice of people she admires, or is it a
lifestyle change of meaningful spiritual benefit? The Oprah Phenomenon asks these and many other difficult
questions to promote a greater understanding of Winfrey's influence on the American consciousness. Elwood
Watson, associate professor of history at East Tennessee State University, is the editor of several books,
including "There She Is, Miss America": The Politics of Sex, Beauty, and Race in America's Most Famous
Pageant and Searching The Soul of Ally McBeal: Critical Essays.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Wilson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived
problem; you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled The Oprah Phenomenon. Try to make book The
Oprah Phenomenon as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and
beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you
far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Daniel Campbell:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name The Oprah
Phenomenon suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-known writer in this era. The book
untitled The Oprah Phenomenonis the main of several books which everyone read now. This book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that you
ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, and so all of people can easily
to comprehend the core of this book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Steven Dillinger:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the reserve untitled The Oprah Phenomenon can be great book to read. May be it might be best
activity to you.

Michael Mitchell:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need
more time to be go through. The Oprah Phenomenon can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an
individual who have those short extra time problems.
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