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Considering its importance, the history of fetal health and mortality remains a neglected area. Medical
historians have tended to focus on maternal mortality and professional conflicts between midwives rather
than on the unborn, while among the social scientists demographers and epidemiologists have until recently
devoted most of their attention to infants and children.

Death before Birth redresses this imbalance, redirecting attention to the fetus. A study of fetal health from
the seventeenth century to the present day, it is the first book to offer an historical perspective on the subject
and to combine both medical history and epidemiological and demographic research, using long-term and
comparative perspectives, including a strong international comparative element, across both Europe and
North America. The book not only provides an account of how fetal health and the risks facing the unborn
(miscarriages, abortions, stillbirths etc) have changed, it also offers an interpretation of the causes, one that
focuses on the role of obstetrics and the epidemiology of maternal infections.

Along the way, it pays detailed attention to a host of related themes, such as varying cultural practices in the
recognition of stillbirths; the age pattern of mortality risk between conception and live birth; comparative
trends in late-fetal mortality and their causes; fetal mortality and obstetric care during the eighteenth,
nineteenth, and twentieth centuries; and the contrasting approaches of the pathologists and "social
epidemiologists" to the causes of fetal death. The book concludes with a study of the "fetus as patient,"
focusing on issues surrounding the legalization of abortion in many Western countries and the public health
challenges of persistently high mortality in less developed countries.
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From reader reviews:

Janelle Smith:

This Death before Birth: Fetal Health and Mortality in Historical Perspective tend to be reliable for you who
want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Death before Birth: Fetal Health and
Mortality in Historical Perspective can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving you
more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock
your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Death before Birth: Fetal Health and Mortality in
Historical Perspective giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of
critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Mary McDonald:

Often the book Death before Birth: Fetal Health and Mortality in Historical Perspective will bring that you
the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to
find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book Death before Birth: Fetal Health and
Mortality in Historical Perspective is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from
your official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Andrew Thompson:

This Death before Birth: Fetal Health and Mortality in Historical Perspective is great publication for you
because the content that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can
declare no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Death before Birth: Fetal Health and Mortality in Historical Perspective in your
hand like obtaining the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book
that offer you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good
reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

David Wysocki:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also
you know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra
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