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In late 1860 and early 1861, state-appointed commissioners traveled the length and breadth of the slave
South carrying afervent message in pursuit of a clear goal: to persuade the political leadership and the
citizenry of the uncommitted slave states to join in the effort to destroy the Union and forge a new Southern
nation.

Directly refuting the neo-Confederate contention that slavery was neither the reason for secession nor the
catalyst for the resulting onset of hostilitiesin 1861, Charles B. Dew finds in the commissioners' brutally
candid rhetoric a stark white supremacist ideology that proves the contrary. The commissionersincluded in
their speeches a constitutional justification for secession, to be sure, and they pointed to a number of political
"outrages' committed by the North in the decades prior to Lincoln's election. But the core of their
argument?the reason the right of secession had to be invoked and invoked immediately?did not turn on
matters of constitutional interpretation or political principle. Over and over again, the commissioners
returned to the same point: that Lincoln's election signaled an unequivocal commitment on the part of the
North to destroy slavery and that emancipation would plunge the South into aracial nightmare.

Dew's discovery and study of the highly illuminating public letters and speeches of these apostles of
disunion?often relatively obscure men sent out to convert the unconverted to the secessionist cause--have led
him to suggest that the arguments the commissioners presented provide us with the best evidence we have of
the motives behind the secession of the lower South in 1860-61.

Addressing topics still hotly debated among historians and the public at large more than a century after the
Civil War, Dew challenges many current perceptions of the causes of the conflict. He offers a compelling
and clearly substantiated argument that slavery and race were absolutely critical factorsin the outbreak of
war?indeed, that they were at the heart of our great national crisis.
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From reader reviews:
Ruth Goodrich:

The book Apostles of Disunion: Southern Secession Commissioners and the Causes of the Civil War (A
Nation Divided: Studiesin the Civil War Era) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou may use to
make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book Apostles of Disunion: Southern Secession
Commissioners and the Causes of the Civil War (A Nation Divided: Studiesin the Civil War Era) being your
habit, you can get alot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. It ispossible to know everything if you like available and read a publication Apostles
of Disunion: Southern Secession Commissioners and the Causes of the Civil War (A Nation Divided: Studies
in the Civil War Era). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks.
So, how do you think about this book?

George Tucker:

Now aday folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How many
people to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Reading through a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Apostles
of Disunion: Southern Secession Commissioners and the Causes of the Civil War (A Nation Divided: Studies
in the Civil War Era) book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this
book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Allison Larson:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that need more
time to be study. Apostles of Disunion: Southern Secession Commissioners and the Causes of the Civil War
(A Nation Divided: Studiesin the Civil War Era) can be your answer because it can be read by an individual
who have those short free time problems.

Kimberly Hogan:

Reading a book being new life stylein this season; every people lovesto learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get alot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you can read afiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, aswell as soon. The Apostles of
Disunion: Southern Secession Commissioners and the Causes of the Civil War (A Nation Divided: Studiesin



the Civil War Era) will give you new experience in looking at a book.
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