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Henry David Thoreau ( July 12, 1817 – May 6, 1862) was an American author, poet, philosopher,
abolitionist, naturalist, tax resister, development critic, surveyor, and historian. A leading transcendentalist,
Thoreau is best known for his book Walden, a reflection upon simple living in natural surroundings, and his
essay Resistance to Civil Government (also known as Civil Disobedience), an argument for disobedience to
an unjust state. Thoreau's books, articles, essays, journals, and poetry total over 20 volumes. Among his
lasting contributions are his writings on natural history and philosophy, where he anticipated the methods
and findings of ecology and environmental history, two sources of modern-day environmentalism. His
literary style interweaves close natural observation, personal experience, pointed rhetoric, symbolic
meanings, and historical lore, while displaying a poetic sensibility, philosophical austerity, and "Yankee"
love of practical detail. He was also deeply interested in the idea of survival in the face of hostile elements,
historical change, and natural decay; at the same time he advocated abandoning waste and illusion in order to
discover life's true essential needs. He was a lifelong abolitionist, delivering lectures that attacked the
Fugitive Slave Law while praising the writings of Wendell Phillips and defending abolitionist John Brown.
Thoreau's philosophy of civil disobedience later influenced the political thoughts and actions of such notable
figures as Leo Tolstoy, Mahatma Gandhi, and Martin Luther King, Jr. Thoreau is sometimes cited as an
anarchist. Though Civil Disobedience seems to call for improving rather than abolishing government - "I ask
for, not at once no government, but at once a better government" - the direction of this improvement points
toward anarchism: "'That government is best which governs not at all;' and when men are prepared for it, that
will be the kind of government which they will have." Richard T. Drinnon partly blames Thoreau for the
ambiguity, noting that Thoreau's "sly satire, his liking for wide margins for his writing, and his fondness for
paradox provided ammunition for widely divergent interpretations of 'Civil Disobedience'."
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From reader reviews:

Ernestine Miller:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This A Week on the Concord and
Merrimack Rivers is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

David Cain:

This book untitled A Week on the Concord and Merrimack Rivers to be one of several books in which best
seller in this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will
easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher on this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart
phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Ramon Hudson:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read some sort of
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a reserve. The book A Week on the Concord and Merrimack Rivers it doesn't matter what good to
read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book.
When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book offers high quality.

Jennifer Bedard:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in the top
record in your reading list will be A Week on the Concord and Merrimack Rivers. This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and
review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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