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A comprehensive introduction to the comic arts

From the introduction by Paul Levitz

"If ever there was a medium characterized by its unexamined self-expression, it's comics. For decades after
the medium's birth, it was free of organized critical analysis, its creators generally disinclined to self-analysis
or formal documentation. The average reader didn't know who created the comics, how or why . . . and
except for a uniquely destructive period during America's witch-hunting of the 1950s, didn't seem to care. As
the medium has matured, however, and the creativity of comics began to touch the mainstream of popular
culture in many ways, curiosity followed, leading to journalism and eventually, scholarship, and so here we
are."

The Power of Comics is the first introductory textbook for comic art studies courses. Lending a broader
understanding of the medium and its communication potential, it provides students with a coherent and
comprehensive explanation of comic books and graphic novels, including coverage of their history and their
communication techniques, research into their meanings and effects and an overview of industry practices
and fan culture.

Co-authors randy Duncan and Matthew J. Smith draw on their own years of experience teaching comics
studies courses and the scholarly literature across several disciplines to create a text with the following
features:

• Discussion questions for each chapter

• Activities to engage readers

• Recommended reading suggestions

• Over 150 illustrations

• Bibliography

• Glossary

The Power of Comics deals exclusively with comic books and graphic novels. One reason for this focus is
that no one text can hope to do justice to both strips and books; there is simply too much to cover. Preference
is given to comic books because in their longer form, the graphic novel, they have the greatest potential for
depth and complexity of expression. As comic strips shrink in size and become more inane in content, comic
books are becoming a serious art form.
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From reader reviews:

Alberta Townsend:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Power of Comics: History, Form and Culture. Try to
make the book The Power of Comics: History, Form and Culture as your friend. It means that it can for
being your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously.
Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can
know everything by the book. So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Michael Ramsey:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting The Power of Comics:
History, Form and Culture that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit
all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they
react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all
of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as
your good habit, you can pick The Power of Comics: History, Form and Culture become your own starter.

Nora Emerson:

The book untitled The Power of Comics: History, Form and Culture contain a lot of information on this. The
writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very clear and understandable all the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author
gives you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read more your smart
phone, or product, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.

Marilyn Fox:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real
their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this The Power of Comics: History, Form and Culture can make you experience more
interested to read.
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