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In 1950, Americans expected that the United States would wage another major war in the near future.
Instead, over the course of the next half-century, they fought limited wars against minor powers: North
Korea, North Vietnam, and Iraq. In Presidential Decisions for War, Gary R. Hess explores the ways in which
Presidents Truman, Johnson, and Bush took America into these wars. He recreates the unfolding crises in
Korea, Vietnam, and the Persian Gulf, explaining why the presidents and their advisers concluded that the
use of military power was ultimately necessary to uphold U.S. security. The decisions for war are then
evaluated in terms of how effectively the president assessed U.S. interests, explored alternatives to war,
adhered to constitutional processes, and built congressional, popular, and international support.

Once at war, each president as commander in chief faced the challenge of waging a limited war, which
imposes restrictions on military operations and objectives and on the extent to which popular emotions can
be aroused. After tracing how Truman, Johnson, and Bush responded to unfolding military developments,
Hess evaluates the wartime leadership of each president in terms of his effectiveness in coordinating political
and military objectives, managing civilian-military relations, communicating objectives and sustaining
popular and congressional support, gaining and sustaining international backing, and responding to
diplomatic initiatives and opportunities for peace.

Presidential Decisions for War concludes that the quality of presidential leadership directly affected the
different outcomes of these three wars, each of which remains a topic of ongoing controversy among
historians and the public.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence McKeever:

The ability that you get from Presidential Decisions for War: Korea, Vietnam, and the Persian Gulf (The
American Moment) is the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Presidential Decisions
for War: Korea, Vietnam, and the Persian Gulf (The American Moment) giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read the item
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We advise you for having that Presidential Decisions for War: Korea, Vietnam, and the
Persian Gulf (The American Moment) instantly.

Erin Harmon:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider any time those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Presidential Decisions for War: Korea, Vietnam, and
the Persian Gulf (The American Moment) as your daily resource information.

David McKenney:

The book untitled Presidential Decisions for War: Korea, Vietnam, and the Persian Gulf (The American
Moment) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The
language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the
item. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works.
It is easy to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book
with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site along with
order it. Have a nice examine.

Aletha Bassett:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Presidential Decisions for War: Korea,
Vietnam, and the Persian Gulf (The American Moment) or maybe others sources were given knowledge for
you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science
publication was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their



knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes Presidential Decisions for
War: Korea, Vietnam, and the Persian Gulf (The American Moment) to make your spare time more colorful.
Many types of book like this one.
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