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GAO identified several common themes among private entities under review with initiatives that provide
incentives for high-quality, efficient care, and selected physician organizations generally support these
themes. Specifically:
•Private entities generally measure performance and make incentive payments at the physician-group level
rather than at the individual-physician level. Physician organizations favor this approach.
•Private entities use nationally endorsed performance metrics and noted the need for a standardized set of
metrics across all payers. Physician organizations concur that a standardized set of metrics would be less
administratively complex.
•Most private entities in GAO's study provide financial incentives tied to meeting absolute benchmarks--
fixed performance targets--or a combination of absolute benchmarks and performance improvement.
Physician organizations prefer incentives tied to absolute benchmarks over those based on how physicians
perform relative to their peers. Physician organizations also favored incentives that reward improvement
because baseline levels of performance vary.
•While private entities' incentive payments vary in size and in method, private entities typically provide such
payments within 7 months of the end of the performance measurement period. Physician organizations stated
that financial incentives should be distributed soon after the measurement period to have the greatest effect
on performance.

The efforts of the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS)--the agency within the Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS) that administers the Medicare program--to transform the physician
payment system in Medicare reflect, to varying degrees, the themes that GAO identified among selected
private entities with physician payment incentives. Specifically, CMS is taking steps to do the following:
•Focus on group-level performance measurement and payment adjustments in the Value-based Payment
Modifier (Value Modifier) program, designed to adjust Medicare payments to physicians using performance
data on the quality and cost of care provided. However, CMS has yet to develop a method of reliably
measuring the performance of physicians in small practices in the Value Modifier program.
•Apply Value Modifier payment adjustments to outlier physicians--rewarding high performers and
penalizing poor performers--using absolute performance targets but not performance improvement. Under
this benchmarking strategy, it is likely that only high performers will elect to participate in the program's
payment adjustment.
•Annually adjust payments through the Value Modifier 1 year after the performance measurement period
ends, rather than applying the Value Modifier closer to the time of service delivery. This time lag between
performance and payment adjustment may diminish the significance of the incentive to physicians.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Castaneda:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question simply because
just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Medicare Physician Payment to read.

Connie Cornish:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess when the spare time
coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
actually Medicare Physician Payment.

Robert Goddard:

Medicare Physician Payment can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that straight
away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort
to set every word into delight arrangement in writing Medicare Physician Payment but doesn't forget the
main place, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one among
it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Mary Jacobs:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer could be Medicare Physician Payment why because the great cover that make you
consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the
outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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