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With world population today edging over seven billion, and with projections for it to reach nine billion by
mid-century, the ideas of eighteenth-century English cleric Thomas Malthus-and his grim prediction that
war, plague, and famine are the inevitable response to overpopulation--loom ever larger on the horizon. But
if Malthus is a familiar name to most educated people, few of us have read his famous and controversial
work, Essay on the Principle of Population, and indeed few have but a sketchy notion of his ideas. In this
Very Short Introduction, Donald Winch explains and clarifies Malthus's thought, assessing the profound
influence he has had on modern economics. Concentrating on his writings, Winch sheds light on the context
in which he wrote and why his work has remained controversial. Looking at Malthus's early life as well as
the evolution of his theories from population to political economy, Winch considers why and how Malthus's
writings have been so influential in the thought of later figures such as Charles Darwin and John Maynard
Keynes.

About the Series:

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply a textbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Bussey:

Malthus: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing
Malthus: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) although doesn't forget the main level, giving
the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Mildred Wright:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Malthus: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book
which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism
Malthus: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) as good book not only by the cover but also
through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing
an additional sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Robert Thomas:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Malthus: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?

Milton Hill:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or
real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Malthus: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can
make you sense more interested to read.
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