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The Cosby Show needs little introduction to most people familiar with American popular culture. It is a show
with immense and universal appeal. Even so, most debates about the significance of the program have failed
to take into account one of the more important elements of its success—its viewers. Through a major study
of the audiences of The Cosby Show, the authors treat two issues of great social and political
importance—how television, America’s most widespread cultural form, influences the way we think, and
how our society in the post–Civil Rights era thinks about race, our most widespread cultural problem.This
book offers a radical challenge to the conventional wisdom concerning racial stereotyping in the United
States and demonstrates how apparently progressive programs like The Cosby Show, despite good intentions,
actually help to construct “enlightened” forms of racism. The authors argue that, in the post–Civil Rights era,
a new structure of racial beliefs, based on subtle contradictions between attitudes toward race and class, has
brought in its wake this new form of racial thought that seems on the surface to exhibit a new tolerance.
However, professors Jhally and Lewis find that because Americans cannot think clearly about class, they
cannot, after all, think clearly about race.This groundbreaking book is rooted in an empirical analysis of the
reactions to The Cosby Show of a range of ordinary Americans, both black and white. Professors Jhally and
Lewis discussed with the different audiences their attitudes toward the program and more generally their
understanding and perceptions of issues of race and social class.Enlightened Racism is a major intervention
into the public debate about race and perceptions of race—a debate, in the 1990s, at the heart of American
political and public life. This book is indispensable to understanding that debate.
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From reader reviews:

Pat Swartz:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Enlightened
Racism: The Cosby Show, Audiences, and the Myth of the American Dream (Cultural Studies Series)?
Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's
book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Gregory Goolsby:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to make
all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you is you
don't know which one you should start with. This Enlightened Racism: The Cosby Show, Audiences, and the
Myth of the American Dream (Cultural Studies Series) is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Robert Harriman:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book
like comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Enlightened
Racism: The Cosby Show, Audiences, and the Myth of the American Dream (Cultural Studies Series) that
give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world
can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much better then how they react in the direction of
the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you
who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good
habit, you may pick Enlightened Racism: The Cosby Show, Audiences, and the Myth of the American
Dream (Cultural Studies Series) become your current starter.

Gloria Castaldo:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and Enlightened Racism: The Cosby Show, Audiences, and
the Myth of the American Dream (Cultural Studies Series) or even others sources were given expertise for
you. After you know how the great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created
for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In
various other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Enlightened Racism: The Cosby Show,
Audiences, and the Myth of the American Dream (Cultural Studies Series) to make your spare time



considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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