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Between 1908-1940, Sears customers ordered about 75,000 houses out of the Sears Roebuck and Company
mail-order catalogs. The houses were shipped by rail to city lots and farms all over the country.

Each "kit home" contained 30,000 pieces, including 750 pounds of nails and 27 gallons of paint and varnish.
A 75-page instruction book showed home buyers, step by step, how to assemble those 30,000 pieces of
house.

Today, these houses are a treasured piece of Americana and nationwide interest in Sears homes is great. The
Washington Times recently reported (September 13, 2001) that a Sears home in Chevy Chase sold for
$816,000.

My research indicates that only 2% (approximately) of the Sears homes in the country have been discovered.
More than 70,000 Sears homes remain undiscovered and unknown.

Because of this, our communities’ best architectural treasures – our grand collection of Sears homes – are
being damaged by remuddling and worse, demolished.

I hope that "The Houses That Sears Built" will educate and enlighten people about these hidden architectrual
treasures that lie silently within our cities, just waiting to be discovered.

There is tremendous interest in this topic and I hope this book will spur that interest even further. In my part
of the country (Southwestern Illinois) these wonderful old Sears homes are still being remuddled and
demolished. This must stop.

It is my hope that "The Houses That Sears Built" will inspire folks to find their community’s Sears homes
and implement policies and programs to highlight and protect these treasured bits of architectural Americana.

When you have finished reading "The Houses That Sears Built" you will be your community’s expert on
Sears homes. You’ll learn how to identify Sears homes from the inside, outside and from courthouse
documents. You’ll learn the interesting details of Sears homes’ construction. One chapter is devoted to the
$1 million order of Sears homes that was shipped to Carlinville, Schoper and Wood River (Illinois).

Another chapter is devoted to "The Lost Sears Homes." These are Sears homes which appeared only once in
obscure Sears Modern Homes catalogs and were not included in "Houses by Mail: A Guide To Houses from
Sears, Roebuck and Company," by Katherine Cole Stevenson and H. Ward Jandl. ("Houses by Mail" is the
definitive field guide for identifying Sears homes and makes a wonderful companion book to "The Houses
That Sears Built.")
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From reader reviews:

James Lightle:

The book The Houses That Sears Built; Everything You Ever Wanted To Know About Sears Catalog Homes
can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing
like a book The Houses That Sears Built; Everything You Ever Wanted To Know About Sears Catalog
Homes? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many
facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that
you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book The Houses That
Sears Built; Everything You Ever Wanted To Know About Sears Catalog Homes has simple shape but you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Frances Drury:

This The Houses That Sears Built; Everything You Ever Wanted To Know About Sears Catalog Homes
book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading
this book is information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a
person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The Houses That Sears Built; Everything You
Ever Wanted To Know About Sears Catalog Homes without we realize teach the one who reading through it
become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Houses That Sears Built;
Everything You Ever Wanted To Know About Sears Catalog Homes can bring once you are and not make
your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even
cellphone. This The Houses That Sears Built; Everything You Ever Wanted To Know About Sears Catalog
Homes having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in
reading.

Donna Canales:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book The Houses That Sears Built; Everything You Ever
Wanted To Know About Sears Catalog Homes was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know
that book The Houses That Sears Built; Everything You Ever Wanted To Know About Sears Catalog Homes
has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you
can read and feel that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any
it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading
which.

Catherine Gates:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know



those publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. From the book The Houses That Sears Built; Everything You Ever Wanted To Know About Sears
Catalog Homes we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must
choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to
change your life with that book The Houses That Sears Built; Everything You Ever Wanted To Know About
Sears Catalog Homes. You can more desirable than now.
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