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“Ursus was a man, Homo a wolf”: the former a travelling mountebank, the latter his faithful companion.
Gwynplaine was abducted as an infant, and cruelly mutilated so that his face shows the permanent smile of a
clown. Abandoned by his abductors some years later, Gwynplaine rescues a blind baby girl from the frozen
corpse of her mother at the foot of a gibbet. Time passes, and the young girl – christened Dea – comes to
love Gwynplaine. Being blind, she is unaware of his disfigurement, but from passing her fingers over his
face, assumes that he is always happy. Ursus and Homo meet up with Gwynplaine and Dea, and travel
around England performing at funfairs. After some vicissitudes, Gwynplaine is, surprisingly, summoned to
the court of Queen Anne, where it is revealed that he is in fact the missing heir of the murdered Lord
Linnaeus Clancharlie, Marquis of Corleone. He is, accordingly, installed as an English peer; but when he
addresses the House of Lords is ridiculed for his clownish features. He renounces his peerage and rejoins his
companions, who resolve to abandon England forever. During the voyage, while Ursus sleeps, Dea reveals to
Gwynplaine her secret passion for him, then dies. Gwynplaine drowns himself. Victor Hugo’s gothic tale has
been the inspiration of numerous plays, films (the first in 1909) novels and short stories. Following a
distinguished career as a civil servant, James Hogarth acquired a reputation as a versatile and punctilious
translator. His translations span travel guides, archaeological texts, and novels. In 2002 he won the French-
American Foundation Translation Prize for his English translation of Victor Hugo’s Travailleurs de la Mer.
He died in 2006.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Raine:

The book Laughing Man, The make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your
capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting tension or having big
problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book Laughing Man, The to become your habit, you can
get a lot more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a book Laughing Man, The. Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-
book?

Matthew Hood:

Laughing Man, The can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight
away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place every
word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Laughing Man, The but doesn't forget the main position, giving
the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of
it. This great information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Lorretta Cox:

This Laughing Man, The is great publication for you because the content that is full of information for you
who have always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it
facts accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences included. So if you are read
the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Laughing Man, The in
your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say
that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that.
So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Paul Leavens:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This e-book Laughing Man, The was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra
time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading
a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern
era like right now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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