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Jean Toomer's Cane was the first major text of the Harlem Renaissance and the first important modernist text
by an African-American writer. It powerfully depicts the terror in the history of American race relations, a
public world of lynchings, race riots, and Jim Crow, and a private world of internalized conflict over identity
and race which mirrored struggles in the culture at large. Toomer's own life reflected that internal conflict,
and he has been an ambiguous figure in literary history, an author who wrote a text that had a tremendous
impact on African American authors but who eventually tried to distance himself from Cane and from his
identification as a black writer.

In Jean Toomer and the Terrors of American History, Charles Scruggs and Lee VanDemarr examine original
sources—Toomer's rediscovered early writings on politics and race, his extensive correspondence with
Waldo Frank, and unpublished portions of his autobiographies—to show how the cultural wars of the 1920s
influenced the shaping of Toomer's book and his subsequent efforts to escape the racial definitions of
American society. That those definitions remain crucial for American society even today is one reason
Toomer's work continues to fascinate and to influence contemporary writers and readers.
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From reader reviews:

Johnnie Nystrom:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Jean
Toomer and the Terrors of American History suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned
writer in this era. The particular book untitled Jean Toomer and the Terrors of American Historyis the one of
several books which everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you
read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their
idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book
will give you a lots of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world on
this book.

Lawrence Seay:

Jean Toomer and the Terrors of American History can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy writer
giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing Jean Toomer and the Terrors of
American History nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn you
into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

David Cormier:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Jean Toomer and the Terrors of American History why
because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

John Yang:

Beside this Jean Toomer and the Terrors of American History in your phone, it might give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh
through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have Jean Toomer and the Terrors of American History because this book offers to you personally
readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on,
that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from right now!
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