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This book investigates the nature of generalization in language and examines how language is known by
adults and acquired by children. It looks at how and why constructions are learned, the relation between their
forms and functions, and how cross-linguistic and language-internal generalizations about them can be
explained.

Constructions at Work is divided into three parts: in the first Professor Goldberg provides an overview of
constructionist approaches, including the constructionist approach to argument structure, and argues for a
usage-based model of grammar. In Part II she addresses issues concerning how generalizations are
constrained and constructional generalizations are learned. In Part III the author shows that a combination of
function and processing accounts for a wide range of language-internal and cross-linguistic generalizations.
She then considers the degree to which the function of constructions explains their distribution and examines
cross-linguistic tendencies in argument realization. She demonstrates that pragmatic and cognitive processes
account for the data without appeal to stipulations that are language-specific.

This book is an important contribution to the study of how language operates in the mind and in the world
and how these operations relate. It is of central interest for scholars and graduate-level students in all
branches of theoretical linguistics and psycholinguistics. It will also appeal to cognitive scientists and
philosophers concerned with language and its acquisition.
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From reader reviews:

David Martin:

With other case, little people like to read book Constructions at Work: The Nature of Generalization in
Language. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important some sort of book Constructions at Work: The Nature of Generalization in Language. You can add
knowledge and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book
you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's
learn.

Katrina Frey:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Constructions at Work: The Nature of
Generalization in Language book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism Constructions at
Work: The Nature of Generalization in Language as good book not merely by the cover but also by content.
This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to an additional sixth sense.

Dave Edwards:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have
to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the
books in the top checklist in your reading list is definitely Constructions at Work: The Nature of
Generalization in Language. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
growing to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Jason Manuel:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from the
book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news. Within
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking
for the Constructions at Work: The Nature of Generalization in Language when you desired it?
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