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Millions of people around the world today spend portions of their lives in online virtual worlds. Second Life
is one of the largest of these virtual worlds. The residents of Second Life create communities, buy property
and build homes, go to concerts, meet in bars, attend weddings and religious services, buy and sell virtual
goods and services, find friendship, fall in love--the possibilities are endless, and all encountered through a
computer screen. Coming of Age in Second Life is the first book of anthropology to examine this thriving
alternate universe.

Tom Boellstorff conducted more than two years of fieldwork in Second Life, living among and observing its
residents in exactly the same way anthropologists traditionally have done to learn about cultures and social
groups in the so-called real world. He conducted his research as the avatar "Tom Bukowski," and applied the
rigorous methods of anthropology to study many facets of this new frontier of human life, including issues of
gender, race, sex, money, conflict and antisocial behavior, the construction of place and time, and the
interplay of self and group.

Coming of Age in Second Life shows how virtual worlds can change ideas about identity and society.
Bringing anthropology into territory never before studied, this book demonstrates that in some ways humans
have always been virtual, and that virtual worlds in all their rich complexity build upon a human capacity for
culture that is as old as humanity itself.
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From reader reviews:

Josephine Mares:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is high. To suit your
needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this Coming of Age in Second Life: An
Anthropologist Explores the Virtually Human book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Diane Lomas:

Typically the book Coming of Age in Second Life: An Anthropologist Explores the Virtually Human has a
lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read
you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

James Harris:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Coming of Age in Second Life: An
Anthropologist Explores the Virtually Human publication written by well-known writer who really knows
well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
uncertainty Coming of Age in Second Life: An Anthropologist Explores the Virtually Human as good book
but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain book by its
cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Aaron Edgington:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
From the book Coming of Age in Second Life: An Anthropologist Explores the Virtually Human we can
take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at
this time book Coming of Age in Second Life: An Anthropologist Explores the Virtually Human. You can
more appealing than now.
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