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This book develops an original theory of group and organizational behavior that cuts across disciplinary lines
and illustrates the theory with empirical and historical studies of particular organizations. Applying
economic analysis to the subjects of the political scientist, sociologist, and economist, Mancur Olson
examines the extent to which the individuals that share a common interest find it in their individual interest
to bear the costs of the organizational effort.The theory shows that most organizations produce what the
economist calls “public goods”?goods or services that are available to every member, whether or not he has
borne any of the costs of providing them. Economists have long understood that defense, law and order were
public goods that could not be marketed to individuals, and that taxation was necessary. They have not,
however, taken account of the fact that private as well as governmental organizations produce public
goods.The services the labor union provides for the worker it represents, or the benefits a lobby obtains for
the group it represents, are public goods: they automatically go to every individual in the group, whether or
not he helped bear the costs. It follows that, just as governments require compulsory taxation, many large
private organizations require special (and sometimes coercive) devices to obtain the resources they need.This
is not true of smaller organizations for, as this book shows, small and large organizations support themselves
in entirely different ways. The theory indicates that, though small groups can act to further their interest
much more easily than large ones, they will tend to devote too few resources to the satisfaction of their
common interests, and that there is a surprising tendency for the “lesser” members of the small group to
exploit the “greater” members by making them bear a disproportionate share of the burden of any group
action.All of the theory in the book is in Chapter 1; the remaining chapters contain empirical and historical
evidence of the theory’s relevance to labor unions, pressure groups, corporations, and Marxian class action.
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Hendrickson:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept The Logic of
Collective Action: Public Goods and the Theory of Groups, Second printing with new preface and appendix
(Harvard Economic Studies) suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known writer in this era.
The actual book untitled The Logic of Collective Action: Public Goods and the Theory of Groups, Second
printing with new preface and appendix (Harvard Economic Studies)is the one of several books that will
everyone read now. This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book
you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their concept
in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give
you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world on
this book.

Theresa Gayle:

This The Logic of Collective Action: Public Goods and the Theory of Groups, Second printing with new
preface and appendix (Harvard Economic Studies) is great reserve for you because the content that is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside. So if you are
read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Logic of
Collective Action: Public Goods and the Theory of Groups, Second printing with new preface and appendix
(Harvard Economic Studies) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous
one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already
do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Stella Carpenter:

The book untitled The Logic of Collective Action: Public Goods and the Theory of Groups, Second printing
with new preface and appendix (Harvard Economic Studies) contain a lot of information on that. The writer
explains her idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not
worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous author. The author provides you in the
new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone,
or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start
their official web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.

Betty Dansby:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Logic of Collective Action: Public Goods



and the Theory of Groups, Second printing with new preface and appendix (Harvard Economic Studies) can
be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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