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The Seleucid Empire (311-64 BCE) was unlike anything the ancient Mediterranean and Near Eastern worlds
had seen. Stretching from present-day Bulgaria to Tajikistan--the bulk of Alexander the Great's Asian
conquests--the kingdom encompassed a territory of remarkable ethnic, religious, and linguistic diversity; yet
it did not include Macedonia, the ancestral homeland of the dynasty. The Land of the Elephant Kings
investigates how the Seleucid kings, ruling over lands to which they had no historic claim, attempted to
transform this territory into a coherent and meaningful space.

Based on recent archaeological evidence and ancient primary sources, Paul J. Kosmin's multidisciplinary
approach treats the Seleucid Empire not as a mosaic of regions but as a land unified in imperial ideology and
articulated by spatial practices. Kosmin uncovers how Seleucid geographers and ethnographers worked to
naturalize the kingdom's borders with India and Central Asia in ways that shaped Roman and later medieval
understandings of "the East." In the West, Seleucid rulers turned their backs on Macedonia, shifting their
sense of homeland to Syria. By mapping the Seleucid kings' travels and studying the cities they founded--an
ambitious colonial policy that has influenced the Near East to this day--Kosmin shows how the empire's
territorial identity was constructed on the ground. In the empire's final century, with enemies pressing harder
and central power disintegrating, we see that the very modes by which Seleucid territory had been formed
determined the way in which it fell apart.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Scott:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well, probably
you should have this The Land of the Elephant Kings: Space, Territory, and Ideology in the Seleucid Empire.

Raymond Albanese:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Land of the Elephant Kings: Space,
Territory, and Ideology in the Seleucid Empire book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Alexandria Sharp:

The Land of the Elephant Kings: Space, Territory, and Ideology in the Seleucid Empire can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in
writing The Land of the Elephant Kings: Space, Territory, and Ideology in the Seleucid Empire although
doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that
maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
thinking.

Gerardo Roney:

This The Land of the Elephant Kings: Space, Territory, and Ideology in the Seleucid Empire is fresh way for
you who has interest to look for some information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper
you into it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
The Land of the Elephant Kings: Space, Territory, and Ideology in the Seleucid Empire can be the light food
to suit your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books
develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think
that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading
a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't
miss it! Just read this e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.
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