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The recent growth of voluntary programs has attracted the attention of
policymakers, nongovernmental organizations, and scholars. Thousands of firms around
the world participate in these programs, in which members agree to undertake
socially beneficial actions that go beyond the requirements of government
regulations, such as following labor codes in the apparel industry, adhering to
international accounting standards, and adopting internal environmental management
systems. This book analyzes the efficacy of a variety of voluntary programs using a
club theory, political-economy framework. It examines how programs' design
influences their effectiveness as policy tools. It finds that voluntary programs
have achieved uneven success because of their varying standards and enforcement
procedures.The club theory framework views voluntary programs as institutions that
create incentives for firms to incur the costs of taking progressive action beyond
what is required by law in exchange for benefits that nonmembers do not enjoy (such
as enhanced standing with stakeholders). Voluntary Programs develops this
theoretical framework and applies it to voluntary programs sponsored by industry
associations, governments, and nongovernmental organizations, organized around
policy issues such as "blood diamonds," shipping, sweatshops, and the
environment. The wide diversity of cases--across sectors, sponsoring organizations,
and objectives--provides valuable applications of the club framework, generates new
insights for future research, and offers practical guidance for designing effective
programs.

Contributors: David P. Baron, Tim
Bartley, Tim Büthe, Cary Coglianese, Elizabeth R. DeSombre, Daniel W. Drezner,
Daniel Fiorino, Mary Kay Gugerty, Virginia Haufler, Matthew J. Kotchen, Mimi Lu,
Jennifer Nash, Matthew Potoski, Aseem Prakash, Klaas van 't Veld
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From reader reviews:

Howard Martinez:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Voluntary Programs:
A Club Theory Perspective suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known writer in this era. The
book untitled Voluntary Programs: A Club Theory Perspectiveis one of several books which everyone read
now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter
the new way of measuring that you ever know before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and
so all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about
this world now. In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Jennifer McMorris:

The book Voluntary Programs: A Club Theory Perspective has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check
out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The writer makes
some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily
after perusing this book.

Anita Jones:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in the top
list in your reading list is usually Voluntary Programs: A Club Theory Perspective. This book which can be
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and
review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Patrick Richards:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. On
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Voluntary Programs: A Club Theory Perspective when you desired it?
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