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This book consists of literal English translations of ten Socratic dialogues that have been largely neglected
for the last century. Although everyone of these dialogues belongs to the classical canon of Platonic writings
and was accepted as genuine in antiquity, most were condemned as forgeries in the early nineteenth
century?and have remained under a shadow ever since. In his long introductory essay, Thomas L. Pangle
offers a spirited criticism of arguments that have been adduced to support the view that some of the
dialogues are counterfeit and shows in scrupulous detail why he believes in their authenticity.

Each dialogue is accompanied by an interpretive essay that demonstrates how a close reading of the dialogue
sheds revealing light on the Platonic understanding of political theory, ethics, aesthetics, and the philosophic
way of life as exemplified by Socrates. The essays include previously published pieces, some of classic
stature, as well as studies written especially for this volume.

Opening an entirely new dimension of Platonic studies, The Roots of Political Philosophy addresses, in a
fresh or unfamiliar perspective, major themes and puzzles such as: the nature of law, of property, and of
acquisitiveness; the meaning of Socrates' famous "demonic voice"; what is at stake in the poetic claim to
inspiration; and the psychology of the tyrannic as opposed to the statesmanlike or political personality.

Political scientists, philosophers, classicists, and students who are familiar with the textual approach
associated with Leo Strauss will welcome this book, as will other readers with an interest in ancient Greek
philosophy and political thought.

Contributors and translators: Allan Bloom, Christopher Bruell, Steven Forde, James Leake, Carnes Lord,
James H. Nichols, Clifford Orwin, Thomas L. Pangle, Leo Strauss, and David Sweet.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Whitmore:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer can be The Roots of Political Philosophy: Ten Forgotten Socratic Dialogues
(Agora Editions) why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Thomas Whitaker:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This The Roots of Political Philosophy: Ten Forgotten Socratic
Dialogues (Agora Editions) can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you
have issue that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing
more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Roots of Political
Philosophy: Ten Forgotten Socratic Dialogues (Agora Editions).

Carmen Annunziata:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
internal or real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library.
They go to generally there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important,
boring in addition to can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very
important for you personally. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want.
Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Roots of Political Philosophy:
Ten Forgotten Socratic Dialogues (Agora Editions) can make you experience more interested to read.

Gary Games:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book The Roots of Political Philosophy: Ten Forgotten
Socratic Dialogues (Agora Editions) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it
and mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to
wide open a book and read it. Beside that the e-book The Roots of Political Philosophy: Ten Forgotten
Socratic Dialogues (Agora Editions) can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in doing



what must you're doing of their time.
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