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Three and a half decades before the city of New York witnessed the first great battle waged by the new
United States of America for its independence, rumors of a massive conspiracy among the city's slaves
spread panic throughout the colony. On the testimony of frightened bondsmen and a handful of whites, over
seventy slaves were convicted and a third of these were executed.

The suspected conspiracy in New York prompted one of the most extensive slave trials in colonial history
and some of the most grisly punishments ever meted out to individuals. Peter Hoffer now retells the dramatic
story of those landmark trials, setting the events in their legal and historical contexts and offering a revealing
glimpse of slavery in colonial cities and of the way that the law defined and policed the institution.

Among other things, Hoffer reveals how conspiracy became a central feature of the law of slavery at the
same time as it reflected the white belief that slaves were always conspiring against their masters. He draws
on uniquely revealing firsthand accounts of the trials to both retell a gripping story and open a window on
colonial American justice. He leads readers through a chain of events involving robbery and arson that
culminated in the trials of a group of white men suspected of inciting the slaves to revolt.

The episode, so vital to our understanding of a time when slavery was an entrenched institution and the law
made even the angry muttering of slaves into a criminal act, has much to tell us about current affairs as well.
African slaves in colonial times were viewed by authorities and citizens much as some foreigners are today:
inherently dangerous, easily identifiable, and constantly conspiring.
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From reader reviews:

David Tillery:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Great New
York Conspiracy of 1741: Slavery, Crime, and Colonial Law (Landmark Law Cases and American Society)
(Landmark Law Cases & American Society), you could tells your family, friends and also soon about yours
reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Kevin Caputo:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving The Great New York Conspiracy of
1741: Slavery, Crime, and Colonial Law (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law
Cases & American Society) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better
then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you could pick The Great New York Conspiracy of 1741: Slavery, Crime, and
Colonial Law (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society)
become your personal starter.

Marina Tucker:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Great New York Conspiracy of
1741: Slavery, Crime, and Colonial Law (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law
Cases & American Society) book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book
that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping
wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation The
Great New York Conspiracy of 1741: Slavery, Crime, and Colonial Law (Landmark Law Cases and
American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) as good book not merely by the cover but
also through the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still
needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you
so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.



Eric Hodges:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book
that recommended to you personally is The Great New York Conspiracy of 1741: Slavery, Crime, and
Colonial Law (Landmark Law Cases and American Society) (Landmark Law Cases & American Society)
this guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why
this book suitable all of you.
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