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Robin Douglass presents the first comprehensive study of Jean-Jacques Rousseau's engagement with Thomas
Hobbes. Douglass reconstructs the intellectual context of this engagement to reveal the deeply polemical
character of Rousseau's critique of Hobbes and to show how Rousseau sought to expose that much modern
natural law and doux commerce theory was, despite its protestations to the contrary, indebted to a Hobbesian
account of human nature and the origins of society. Throughout the book Douglass explores the reasons why
Rousseau both followed and departed from Hobbes in different places, thereby supplying a nuanced account
of the relationship between the two thinkers, which resists the temptation to present Rousseau as either a
straightforwardly Hobbesian or anti-Hobbesian thinker. On the one hand, Douglass reveals the extent to
which Rousseau was occupied with problems of a fundamentally Hobbesian nature and the importance, to
both thinkers, of appealing to the citizens' passions in order to secure political unity. On the other hand,
Douglass argues that certain ideas at the heart of Rousseau's philosophy--free will and the natural goodness
of man--were set out to distance Rousseau from positions associated with Hobbes. Douglass advances an
original interpretation of Rousseau's political philosophy, emerging from this encounter with Hobbesian
ideas, which focuses on the interrelated themes of nature, free will, and the passions. Douglass distances his
interpretation from those who have read Rousseau as a proto-Kantian and instead argues that Rousseau's
vision of a well-ordered republic was based on cultivating man's naturally good passions to render the life of
the virtuous citizen in accordance with nature.
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From reader reviews:

Jo Villegas:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. To be sure that book is very important for all of us. The book Rousseau and Hobbes: Nature, Free
Will, and the Passions ended up being making you to know about other information and of course you can
take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book Rousseau and Hobbes: Nature, Free
Will, and the Passions is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend when you
really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book
Rousseau and Hobbes: Nature, Free Will, and the Passions. You never truly feel lose out for everything in
case you read some books.

Christine Knox:

This Rousseau and Hobbes: Nature, Free Will, and the Passions is completely new way for you who has
fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper
you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading
this Rousseau and Hobbes: Nature, Free Will, and the Passions can be the light food for you because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the form
and that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in
publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in
reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So ,
don't miss that! Just read this e-book style for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Lawrence Abbate:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This reserve Rousseau and Hobbes: Nature, Free Will, and the Passions was filled
concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people
has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.

Willie Bergeron:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around
the world. Through the book Rousseau and Hobbes: Nature, Free Will, and the Passions we can get more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Simply choose



the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book Rousseau and
Hobbes: Nature, Free Will, and the Passions. You can more inviting than now.
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