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With its focus on dangerous, determined femmes fatales, hardboiled detectives, and crimes that almost-but-
never-quite succeed, film noir has long been popular with moviegoers and film critics alike. Film noir was a
staple of classical Hollywood filmmaking during the years 1941-1958 and has enjoyed a resurgence in
popularity since the 1990s. Dames in the Driver's Seat offers new views of both classical-era and
contemporary noirs through the lenses of gender, class, and race. Jans Wager analyzes how changes in film
noir's representation of women's and men's roles, class status, and racial identities mirror changes in a culture
that is now often referred to as postmodern and postfeminist.

Following introductory chapters that establish the theoretical basis of her arguments, Wager engages in close
readings of the classic noirs The Killers, Out of the Past, and Kiss Me Deadly and the contemporary noirs L.
A. Confidential, Mulholland Falls, Fight Club, Twilight, Fargo, and Jackie Brown. Wager divides recent
films into retro-noirs (made in the present, but set in the 1940s and 1950s) and neo-noirs (made and set in the
present but referring to classic noir narratively or stylistically). Going beyond previous studies of noir, her
perceptive readings of these films reveal that retro-noirs fulfill a reactionary social function, looking back
nostalgically to outdated gender roles and racial relations, while neo-noirs often offer more revisionary
representations of women, though not necessarily of people of color.
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From reader reviews:

Tameika Ahmed:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These
are reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will require this Dames in the Driver's Seat: Rereading Film Noir.

Katherine Sorenson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Dames in the Driver's Seat: Rereading Film
Noir is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and
need in this era.

David Packard:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you
have read is Dames in the Driver's Seat: Rereading Film Noir.

Charles Smith:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Dames in the Driver's Seat: Rereading
Film Noir can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that they
don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We need to have Dames in the Driver's Seat:
Rereading Film Noir.
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