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Ever since Robinson Crusoe washed ashore, the castaway story has survived and prospered, inspiring a
multitude of writers of adventure fiction to imitate and adapt its mythic elements. In his brilliant critical
study of this popular genre, Christopher Palmer traces the castaway tales’ history and changes through
periods of settlement, violence, and reconciliation, and across genres and languages. Showing how
subsequent authors have parodied or inverted the castaway tale, Palmer concentrates on the period following
H. G. Wells’s The Island of Dr. Moreau. These much darker visions are seen in later novels including
William Golding’s Lord of the Flies, J. G. Ballard’s Concrete Island, and Iain Banks’s The Wasp Factory. In
these and other variations, the castaway becomes a cannibal, the castaway’s island is relocated to center of
London, female castaways mock the traditional masculinity of the original Crusoe, or Friday ceases to be a
biddable servant. By the mid-twentieth century, the castaway tale has plunged into violence and madness,
only to see it return in young adult novels—such as Scott O’Dell’s Island of the Blue Dolphins and Terry
Pratchett’s Nation—to the buoyancy and optimism of the original. The result is a fascinating series of
revisions of violence and pessimism, but also reconciliation.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Swisher:

The book with title Castaway Tales: From Robinson Crusoe to Life of Pi (Early Classics of Science Fiction)
includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This
specific book exist new expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of
the world currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book
will bring you in new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can
read that anywhere you want.

Matthew Brown:

The particular book Castaway Tales: From Robinson Crusoe to Life of Pi (Early Classics of Science Fiction)
has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The
book was published by the very famous author. The author makes some research just before write this book.
This kind of book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this book.

James Smith:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is Castaway Tales: From Robinson Crusoe to Life of Pi (Early Classics of
Science Fiction) this reserve consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific
book was represented how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer value to explain it is
easy to understand. Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book
acceptable all of you.

Samuel Ware:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen need book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those books have many
advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By book Castaway Tales:
From Robinson Crusoe to Life of Pi (Early Classics of Science Fiction) we can get more advantage. Don't
you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose
the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book Castaway
Tales: From Robinson Crusoe to Life of Pi (Early Classics of Science Fiction). You can more inviting than
now.
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