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~Winner of the Mystery Writers of America Edgar Award for Best Fact True Crime Novel of the
Year, 1967~

A Private Disgrace is the single best account of the ghastly murders which took place in Fall River,
Massachusetts on August 14, 1892.

Lizzie Andrew Borden (b.1860 – d.1927) was tried and acquitted in the 1892 axe murders of her father and
stepmother in Fall River, Massachusetts. Media coverage of the case created a furor throughout the United
States reminiscent of the Rosenberg, Claus von Bulow and O.J. Simpson trials. No other suspect was ever
charged with the double homicide, and speculation on the case continues to this day.

The case is curious because there was no physical evidence linking Lizzie to the murder. The broken axe the
police found in the basement was clean of blood and the police refused to use forensic testing for fingerprints
(a science then in its infancy). The defense raised evidence that Andrew Borden was a hard businessman
who had made many enemies. On the other hand, the atmosphere in the Borden household was tense, Lizzie
resented her stepmother, she was prone to mental instability, and she had purchased poison a few days before
the murders which police suspected was the cause of food poisoning. There was a financial motive: Lizzie
was upset her father had transferred property she was due to inherit to other family members. And then there
was the 'paint stained' dress Lizzie burned three days after the murder…

In March 2012, the handwritten journals of one of Lizzie's defense attorneys, Andrew Jennings, finally came
to light. The journals, which contain newspaper clippings and notes Jennings made at the time of trial
indicate he felt Lizzie was innocent. However, in later years there was tension between Lizzie and Jennings.
Once the trial was over, Jennings cut off any mention of it with a firm statement that he preferred not to
discuss it. The sudden disappearance of the Borden maid back to Ireland always cast a shadow over the
characters of Lizzie’s three attorneys, and Lizzie resented their whopping $25,000 legal bill (an ungodly sum
of money back in 1893). Attorney's get paid to believe their clients are innocent, and Lizzie's three lawyers
got paid better than most.

Lizzie’s three lawyers got paid better than most...

Although there are many books written on the double homicide and subsequent murder trial, A Private
Disgrace is far and above the most readable and also the only book written by someone who both lived in the
same neighborhood, and knew, the aging Lizzie Borden. Victoria Lincoln was a professional writer who
grew up in Fall River, near Lizzie Borden. As the daughter of a family that produced machinery for the
cotton mills that were the foundation of Fall River’s economy, Miss Lincoln grew up acutely aware of the
social distinctions, manners and mores of the society to which the Bordens belonged and in which Lizzie's
trial took place. This first-hand knowledge, combined with her painstaking research, make her unique among
writers about the case.



Lincoln’s hypothesis in 1967 that Lizzie suffered from a form of temporal lobe epilepsy is widely
disregarded today, and recently uncovered documents may indicate that some of the “facts” on which Miss
Lincoln relied were, in fact, gossip. Even so, she makes a convincing – and entertaining – argument for
Lizzie’s guilt, one which would likely cause Lizzie to be labeled a 'sociopath' using today's modern
psychological definitions.
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From reader reviews:

Ciara Wolfe:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this A Private Disgrace: Lizzie Borden by
Daylight: (A True Crime Fact Account of the Lizzie Borden Ax Murders) book as this book offers you rich
info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Robert Auclair:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this A Private Disgrace: Lizzie Borden by
Daylight: (A True Crime Fact Account of the Lizzie Borden Ax Murders) publication written by well-known
writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book.
Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current
hunger then you still question A Private Disgrace: Lizzie Borden by Daylight: (A True Crime Fact Account
of the Lizzie Borden Ax Murders) as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one
publication that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth
sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.

Chad Wood:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Private Disgrace: Lizzie
Borden by Daylight: (A True Crime Fact Account of the Lizzie Borden Ax Murders) can be the solution, oh
how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new
era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

James McNally:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real
their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that
on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this A Private Disgrace: Lizzie Borden by Daylight: (A True Crime Fact Account of
the Lizzie Borden Ax Murders) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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