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Fararo studies general theoretical sociology as a time-extended tradition with three phases: classical,
postclassical, and recent. Employing a process philosophical approach, the author seeks to examine these
three phases in an effort to provide a synthesis of the theories that seek to lay the foundations of theoretical
sociology. The author especially focuses on the work of Talcott Parsons and George Homans, two
contemporary theorists whose common aspiration was to forge a theoretical foundation for sociology that
would serve to unify and integrate all theories growing out of sociological research in much the same way
that the theory of evolution guides and integrates all other biological theories.

To begin, the author provides a history and overview of the key classical theoretical frameworks from the
perspective of process philosophy, which he applies to all three phases of the study. Fararo then carefully
analyzes two major postclassical bodies of general theory, namely the evolving and intertwined frameworks
of Parsons and Homans from their early theories of social systems to their later divergent perspectives on
foundation and synthesis in sociological theory. Finally, the discussion turns to the recent phase of general
theoretical sociology, where more recent foundation strategies -- rational choice theory and generative
structuralism -- are analyzed in relation to the postclassical phase of the tradition. This important and
sophisticated new work is essential for all those interested in sociological theory in particular and sociology
in general.
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From reader reviews:

Marlon Hood:

The book Social Action Systems: Foundation and Synthesis in Sociological Theory gives you the sense of
being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can for being
your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a
book Social Action Systems: Foundation and Synthesis in Sociological Theory to become your habit, you
can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like open and read a e-book Social Action Systems: Foundation and
Synthesis in Sociological Theory. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia
or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Jonathan Woods:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Social Action Systems:
Foundation and Synthesis in Sociological Theory that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied
simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that
reading routine only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for
all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to pick Social Action Systems:
Foundation and Synthesis in Sociological Theory become your starter.

John Champlin:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in the
top record in your reading list is usually Social Action Systems: Foundation and Synthesis in Sociological
Theory. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By
looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Billy Smith:

As a college student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
or even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Social Action Systems: Foundation and Synthesis in



Sociological Theory can make you feel more interested to read.
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