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From a prominent scholar, a provocative argument that the Biblical characters of Jesus and David should be
viewed not as historical figures, but as embodiments of Babylonian, Egyptian, and Near Eastern traditions.
Since the eighteenth century, scholars and historians studying the texts of the Bible have attempted to distill
historical facts and biography from the mythology and miracles described there. That trend continues into the
present day, as scholars such as those of the "Jesus Seminar" dissect the Gospels and other early Christian
writings to separate the "Jesus of history" from the "Christ of faith." But with The Messiah Myth, noted
Biblical scholar Thomas L. Thompson argues that the quest for the historical Jesus is beside the point, since
the Jesus of the Gospels never existed. Like King David before him, says Thompson, the Jesus of the Bible is
an amalgamation of themes from Near Eastern mythology and traditions of kingship and divinity. The theme
of a messiah-a divinely appointed king who restores the world to perfection-is typical of Egyptian and
Babylonian royal ideology dating back to the Bronze Age. In Thompson's view, the contemporary audience
for whom the Old and New Testament were written would naturally have interpreted David and Jesus not as
historical figures, but as metaphors embodying long-established messianic traditions. Challenging widely
held assumptions about the sources of the Bible and the quest for the historical Jesus, The Messiah Myth is
sure to spark interest and heated debate.
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From reader reviews:

Kristy Lange:

This The Messiah Myth: The Near Eastern Roots of Jesus and David book is not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is definitely information inside
this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information
you will get. That The Messiah Myth: The Near Eastern Roots of Jesus and David without we realize teach
the one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Messiah
Myth: The Near Eastern Roots of Jesus and David can bring when you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The
Messiah Myth: The Near Eastern Roots of Jesus and David having very good arrangement in word in
addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Thomas Moore:

The book The Messiah Myth: The Near Eastern Roots of Jesus and David will bring one to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book The Messiah Myth: The Near Eastern Roots of Jesus and
David is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so
you can more easily to read the book.

Jack Godina:

The Messiah Myth: The Near Eastern Roots of Jesus and David can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing The
Messiah Myth: The Near Eastern Roots of Jesus and David yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information
can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Meghan Drucker:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This guide The Messiah Myth: The Near Eastern Roots of Jesus and David was filled
regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people
has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can
sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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