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In the second half of the eighteenth century, celebrated Swiss physician Samuel Auguste Tissot (1728-1797)
received over 1,200 medical consultation letters from across Europe and beyond. Written by individuals
seeking respite from a range of ailments, these letters offer valuable insight into the nature of physical
suffering. Plaintive, desperate, querulous, fearful, frustrated, and sometimes arrogant and self-interested in
tone, the letters to Tissot not only express the struggle of individuals to understand the body and its
workings, but also reveal the close connections between embodiment and politics. Through the process of
writing letters to describe their ailments, the correspondents created textual versions of themselves,
articulating identities shaped by their physical experiences. Using these identities and experiences as
examples, Sonja Boon argues that the complaints voiced in the letters were intimately linked to broader
social and political discourses of citizenship in the late eighteenth century, a period beset with concerns
about depopulation, moral depravity, and corporeal excess, and organized around intricate rules of propriety.
Contributing to the fields of literary criticism, history, gender and sexuality studies, and history of medicine,
Telling the Flesh establishes a compelling argument about the connections between health, politics, and
identity.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Williams:

This Telling the Flesh: Life Writing, Citizenship, and the Body in the Letters to Samuel Auguste Tissot
(McGill-Queen’s/Associated Medical Services Studies in the History of Medicine, H) book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This Telling the Flesh: Life Writing, Citizenship, and the
Body in the Letters to Samuel Auguste Tissot (McGill-Queen’s/Associated Medical Services Studies in the
History of Medicine, H) without we understand teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't always be worry Telling the Flesh: Life Writing, Citizenship, and the Body in the Letters to
Samuel Auguste Tissot (McGill-Queen’s/Associated Medical Services Studies in the History of Medicine,
H) can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you
can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Telling the Flesh: Life Writing, Citizenship, and the
Body in the Letters to Samuel Auguste Tissot (McGill-Queen’s/Associated Medical Services Studies in the
History of Medicine, H) having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Mildred Parker:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get
based on what kind of reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if
you want experience happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual
Telling the Flesh: Life Writing, Citizenship, and the Body in the Letters to Samuel Auguste Tissot (McGill-
Queen’s/Associated Medical Services Studies in the History of Medicine, H) is kind of guide which is giving
the reader unpredictable experience.

Jose Rivera:

This Telling the Flesh: Life Writing, Citizenship, and the Body in the Letters to Samuel Auguste Tissot
(McGill-Queen’s/Associated Medical Services Studies in the History of Medicine, H) is great book for you
because the content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess to
make decision every minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can declare
no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely
delivering sentences. Having Telling the Flesh: Life Writing, Citizenship, and the Body in the Letters to
Samuel Auguste Tissot (McGill-Queen’s/Associated Medical Services Studies in the History of Medicine,
H) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no
publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this
can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?



Jerry Brower:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This publication Telling the Flesh: Life Writing, Citizenship, and the Body in the
Letters to Samuel Auguste Tissot (McGill-Queen’s/Associated Medical Services Studies in the History of
Medicine, H) was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If
you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today,
many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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