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The genesis in this book was when the head of the Children’s Department at the Pasadena Pubic Library
asked the local history librarian at the library to put together a brief little handout for fourth graders doing
their state-mandated local history project. He really didn't do that. This book reflects his belief that children,
who can endlessly discuss Minecraft, have the ability to use the computer to solve “real” problems, and the
best way to engage students of any age is through questions where they are provided the tools to answer, but
not necessarily the answers themselves, to questions. History is best experienced as a mystery to be solved,
not as a series of facts to be memorized. Astheloca history librarian for the past 25 years, the author has
access to the design and content to two local history databases, the Pasadena Digital History Collaborative
and the Pasadena News Index, and this book is basically an extended tutorial on researching local history
through these and other local history databases. Overal, the first few chapters go over how to research
Pasadena, starting with the individual, and how one can learn about one’s self, house, family and
neighborhood in Pasadena using the computer and from the privacy of your home or classroom. Thereisalso
adiscussion what might indicate when the computer is telling the user something that seems wrong or
misleading, and what techniques that exist to determine what is the truth of the matter. Then using those
research techniques oneisintroduced to more specific parts of Pasadena’ s History: It's Buildings;
Neighborhoods; Rose Parade; Crime; Women; Pasadena at War; Sports; Ethnic Communities; Visitors;
Churches; Creative Communities, Economy; Schools; and finally Government. There are also Suggested
Activities scattered throughout the book. These are activities that build on the subject just presented and then
invite one to do something more. From comparing proposed plans of the Rose Bowl, the Civic Center and
the Arroyo Seco through their construction to their current reality; cooking recipes and exploring fashions for
the past; singing songs and writing stories with a Pasadena theme; creating art or buildings in the styles of
Pasadena masters, there should be ain-depth activity to appeal to the interest of anybody. Scattered
throughout the text are literally hundred of trivia facts presented in the form of a question about Pasadena
that can only be answered by going online. For instance: What blemish nearly cost horse loving Princess
Cindy Gillette her spot in the 1961 Rose Parade? a. Academic. b. Hair. c. Moral. d. Skin. help: Gillette, cindy
This book is meant to be used in conjunction with Pasadena History Headline Quiz: 690 Pasadena History
Trivia Questions Taken from Pasadena Newspaper Headlines by Dan McLaughlin, which has the actual
answers to the questions. While the book is rather explicit in how to search online, there are also scattered
throughout the book explanations on why the search came up with the results that it did. Boolean searching;
limits of the computer; advantages and disadvantages of different search strategies and tips on using non-
computer resources are al included all in their own font in afriendly and accessible style. By the end, and
even if one skips most of the chapters, questions and activities, the reader will have a much greater
appreciation for Pasadena and its history. The reader will also have experienced the joy of a historian solving
mysteries, and who knows, maybe even figured out some mysteries from Pasadena’ s history no one has
solved yet.
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From reader reviews:
Linda Hupp:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for usto find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read abook. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Pasadena: A Mystery and a History Y ou Can Explore.

Cheryl Grosvenor:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into alife style. Thisreading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Pasadena: A Mystery
and a History Y ou Can Exploreiskind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Larry Devries:

Typically the book Pasadena: A Mystery and a History Y ou Can Explore has alot associated with on it. So
when you read this book you can get alot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point
easily after scanning this book.

April Hannah:

A lot of reserve has printed but it isunique. Y ou can get it by online on social media. Y ou can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching fromit. It is known as of
book Pasadena: A Mystery and aHistory You Can Explore. Y ou can include your knowledge by it. Without
leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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