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"We fail to mandate economic sanity," writes Garrett Hardin, "because our brains are addled
by...compassion." With such startling assertions, Hardin has cut a swathe through the field of ecology for
decades, winning a reputation as a fearless and original thinker. A prominent biologist, ecological
philosopher, and keen student of human population control, Hardin now offers the finest summation of his
work to date, with an eloquent argument for accepting the limits of the earth's resources--and the hard
choices we must make to live within them.
In Living Within Limits, Hardin focuses on the neglected problem of overpopulation, making a forceful case
for dramatically changing the way we live in and manage our world. Our world itself, he writes, is in the
dilemma of the lifeboat: it can only hold a certain number of people before it sinks--not everyone can be
saved. The old idea of progress and limitless growth misses the point that the earth (and each part of it) has a
limited carrying capacity; sentimentality should not cloud our ability to take necessary steps to limit
population. But Hardin refutes the notion that goodwill and voluntary restraints will be enough. Instead,
nations where population is growing must suffer the consequences alone. Too often, he writes, we operate on
the faulty principle of shared costs matched with private profits. In Hardin's famous essay, "The Tragedy of
the Commons," he showed how a village common pasture suffers from overgrazing because each villager
puts as many cattle on it as possible--since the costs of grazing are shared by everyone, but the profits go to
the individual. The metaphor applies to global ecology, he argues, making a powerful case for closed borders
and an end to immigration from poor nations to rich ones. "The production of human beings is the result of
very localized human actions; corrective action must be local....Globalizing the 'population problem' would
only ensure that it would never be solved." Hardin does not shrink from the startling implications of his
argument, as he criticizes the shipment of food to overpopulated regions and asserts that coercion in
population control is inevitable. But he also proposes a free flow of information across boundaries, to allow
each state to help itself.
"The time-honored practice of pollute and move on is no longer acceptable," Hardin tells us. We now fill the
globe, and we have no where else to go. In this powerful book, one of our leading ecological philosophers
points out the hard choices we must make--and the solutions we have been afraid to consider.
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From reader reviews:

Alice Black:

The event that you get from Living within Limits: Ecology, Economics, and Population Taboos is a more
deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Living within Limits: Ecology, Economics, and
Population Taboos giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way
that can be understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known
enough. This kind of book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend
you for having this specific Living within Limits: Ecology, Economics, and Population Taboos instantly.

Molly Wilson:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially
book entitled Living within Limits: Ecology, Economics, and Population Taboos your head will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be
your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The Living within Limits: Ecology, Economics, and
Population Taboos giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving
you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern
here is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game.
Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Tom Carter:

Living within Limits: Ecology, Economics, and Population Taboos can be one of your beginner books that
are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing
Living within Limits: Ecology, Economics, and Population Taboos yet doesn't forget the main level, giving
the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great
information may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Dale Eich:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Living within Limits: Ecology,
Economics, and Population Taboos guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt Living within
Limits: Ecology, Economics, and Population Taboos as good book but not only by the cover but also from



the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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