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How do we understand academic freedom today? Does it still have relevance in a global
reconfiguring of higher education in the interests of the economy, rather than the public
good? And locally, is academic freedom no more than an inconvenient ideal, paid lip service
to South Africa’s Constitution as an individual right, but neglected in institutional practice?

This book argues that the core content of academic freedom—the principle of supporting and
extending open intellectual enquiry—is essential to realizing the full public value of higher
education. John Higgins emphasizes the central role that the humanities, and the particular forms of
argument and analysis they embody, bring to this task.

Each chapter embodies the particular force of a critical literacy in action, one which brings
into play the combined force of historical inquiry, theoretical analysis, and precise attention
to the textual dynamics of all statement so as to challenge and confront the received ideas of
the day. These provocative analyses are complemented by probing interviews with three key
figures from the Critical Humanities: Terry Eagleton, who discusses the deforming effects of
managerialism in British universities; Edward W. Said, who argues for increased recognition of
the democratizing force of the humanities; and Jakes Gerwel, who presents some of the most
recent challenges for the realization of a humanist politics in South Africa.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Tillman:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book
is very important usually. The book Academic Freedom in a Democratic South Africa: Essays and
Interviews on Higher Education and the Humanities had been making you to know about other information
and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication Academic
Freedom in a Democratic South Africa: Essays and Interviews on Higher Education and the Humanities is
not only giving you considerably more new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel
bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book
Academic Freedom in a Democratic South Africa: Essays and Interviews on Higher Education and the
Humanities. You never experience lose out for everything when you read some books.

Robert Hay:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you
personally but the problems coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This
Academic Freedom in a Democratic South Africa: Essays and Interviews on Higher Education and the
Humanities is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Susan Jun:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Academic Freedom in a Democratic
South Africa: Essays and Interviews on Higher Education and the Humanities book because this book offers
you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in
it you may already know.

Robert Ford:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes examining, not only science book but also novel and Academic Freedom in a Democratic
South Africa: Essays and Interviews on Higher Education and the Humanities or maybe others sources were
given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping them to



increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Academic Freedom
in a Democratic South Africa: Essays and Interviews on Higher Education and the Humanities to make your
spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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