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In her groundbreaking history of the class system in America, extending from colonial times to the
present, Nancy Isenberg takes on our comforting myths about equality, uncovering the crucial legacy
of the ever-present, always embarrassing––if occasionally entertaining––poor white trash
 
The wretched and landless poor have existed from the time of the earliest British colonial settlement. They
were alternately known as “waste people,” “offals,” “rubbish,” “lazy lubbers,” and “crackers.” By the 1850s,
the downtrodden included so-called “clay eaters” and “sandhillers,” known for prematurely aged children
distinguished by their yellowish skin, ragged clothing, and listless minds.
 
            Surveying political rhetoric and policy, popular literature and scientific theories over four hundred
years, Isenberg upends assumptions about America’s supposedly class-free society––where liberty and hard
work were meant to ensure real social mobility. Poor whites were central to the rise of the Republican Party
in the early nineteenth century, and the Civil War itself was fought over class issues nearly as much as it was
fought over slavery. Reconstruction pitted poor white trash against newly freed slaves, which factored in the
rise of eugenics–-a widely popular movement embraced by Theodore Roosevelt that targeted poor whites for
sterilization. These poor were at the heart of New Deal reforms and LBJ’s Great Society; they haunt us in
reality TV shows like Here Comes Honey Boo Boo and Duck Dynasty. Marginalized as a class, white trash
have always been at or near the center of major political debates over the character of the American identity.
 
We acknowledge racial injustice as an ugly stain on our nation’s history. With Isenberg’s landmark book, we
will have to face the truth about the enduring, malevolent nature of class as well.
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From reader reviews:

Marcus Musick:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book White Trash: The 400-Year Untold
History of Class in America will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with
you?

Lou Morton:

White Trash: The 400-Year Untold History of Class in America can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in
writing White Trash: The 400-Year Untold History of Class in America although doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it.
This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.

Jorge Eaton:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like White Trash: The
400-Year Untold History of Class in America which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's observe.

Ana Vela:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It
is known as of book White Trash: The 400-Year Untold History of Class in America. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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