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A center of the lucrative fur trade throughout the colonial period, the Great Lakes region was an important
site of cultural as well as economic exchange between native and European peoples. In this well-researched
study, Susan Sleeper-Smith focuses on an often overlooked aspect of these interactions?the role played by
Indian women who married French traders.Drawing on a broad range of primary and secondary sources, she
shows how these women used a variety of means to negotiate a middle ground between two disparate
cultures. Many were converts to Catholicism who constructed elaborate mixed-blood kinship networks that
paralleled those of native society, thus facilitating the integration of Indian and French values. By the mid-
eighteenth century, native women had extended these kin linkages to fur trade communities throughout the
Great Lakes, not only enhancing access to the region's highly prized pelts but also ensuring safe transport for
other goods. Indian Women and French Men depicts the encounter of Old World and New as an extended
process of indigenous adaptation and change rather than one of conflict and inevitable demise. By serving as
brokers between those two worlds, Indian women who married French men helped connect the Great Lakes
to a larger, expanding transatlantic economy while securing the survival of their own native culture. As such,
Sleeper-Smith points out, their experiences illuminate those of other traditional cultures forced to adapt to
market-motivated Europeans.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Scott:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Indian Women and French Men:
Rethinking Cultural Encounter in the Western Great Lakes (Native Americans of the Northeast). All type of
book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Linda Doyle:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Indian
Women and French Men: Rethinking Cultural Encounter in the Western Great Lakes (Native Americans of
the Northeast) book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Stacia Cobb:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This Indian Women
and French Men: Rethinking Cultural Encounter in the Western Great Lakes (Native Americans of the
Northeast) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Ricardo Hempel:

The particular book Indian Women and French Men: Rethinking Cultural Encounter in the Western Great
Lakes (Native Americans of the Northeast) will bring that you the new experience of reading the book. The
author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to
you. The book Indian Women and French Men: Rethinking Cultural Encounter in the Western Great Lakes
(Native Americans of the Northeast) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book
from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.
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