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During the four years of the Civil War, the border between eastern Kentucky and southwestern Virginia was
highly contested territory, alternately occupied by both the Confederacy and the Union. Though this territory
was sparsely populated, the geography of the region made it a desirable stronghold for future tactical
maneuvers. As the war progressed, the Cumberland Gap quickly became the target of invasion and
occupation efforts of both armies, creating a chaos that would strain not only the soldiers but all those who
called the area their home.

Contested Borderland examines the features of the region's geography and the influence of the attacks on
borderlands caught in the crossfire of the Union and Confederate forces. The land surrounding the Kentucky-
Virginia border contained valuable natural resources and geographic features considered essential to each
army's advancement and proliferation. While the Appalachian Mountains barred travel through large parts of
the region, the gaps allowed quick passages through otherwise difficult terrain and thus became hotly
contested areas. Brian D. McKnight explores the tensions between the accomplishment of military goals and
the maintenance of civilian life in the region.

With Kentucky remaining loyal to the Union and Virginia seceding to the Confederacy, populations residing
between the two states faced pressure to declare loyalty to one side. Roadside towns found themselves the
frequent hosts of soldiers from both sides, while more remote communities became shelters for those
wishing to remain uninvolved in the conflict. Instead of committing themselves to either cause, many
individuals claimed a neutral stance or feigned dedication to whichever side happened to occupy their land.

The dual occupation of the Union and Confederate armies consequentially divided the borderland
population, creating hostilities within the region that would persist long after the war's conclusion. Contested
Borderland is the first Civil War study exclusively devoted to the border separating eastern Kentucky and
southwestern Virginia. McKnight's unprecedented geographical analysis of military tactics and civilian
involvement provides a new and valuable dimension to the story of a region facing the turmoil of war.
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From reader reviews:

Lydia Sanders:

The book Contested Borderland: The Civil War in Appalachian Kentucky and Virginia make you feel enjoy
for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to become your best
friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading
through a book Contested Borderland: The Civil War in Appalachian Kentucky and Virginia being your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge
about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a book Contested
Borderland: The Civil War in Appalachian Kentucky and Virginia. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

James Kostka:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book.
Examining a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Contested
Borderland: The Civil War in Appalachian Kentucky and Virginia book because book offers you rich details
and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already
know.

Denise Barnhart:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This publication Contested Borderland: The Civil War in Appalachian Kentucky and Virginia
was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence.
Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book,
you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that
you simply wanted.

Steven Holloway:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you
know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book. Numerous books
that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually Contested Borderland: The Civil War in
Appalachian Kentucky and Virginia.
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